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Safety in Public Schools
(Adopted 1999; amended 2002, 2005, 2008, 2011)

WHEREAS, safety in public schools is important to local boards of education for the protection of students
and staff, as well as a necessary element for a good learning environment; and

WHEREAS, threats to maintaining public school safety may be caused by a variety of factors both within and
outside the school environment; and

WHEREAS, school safety issues arise in the daily operation of school facilities and services such as buses,
science labs, kitchens, and boiler rooms; and

WHEREAS, school safety issues arise in the daily administration of school discipline policies and procedures,
including the suspension and expulsion of students for disruptive behavior; and

WHEREAS school safety issues arise as school systems develop plans to respond to natural and man-made
disasters such as tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, industrial accidents, and criminal acts including acts of
terrorism; and

WHEREAS, public school safety issues and strategies vary from school system to school system; and

WHEREAS, safety in public schools requires adopting and implementing policies and procedures to educate
staff and students about ways to reduce risks in the school setting and to respond to safety incidents when
they arise; and

WHEREAS, safety in public schools is the joint responsibility of local boards of education, school
administrators and staff, students, parents and guardians, law enforcement and other public safety agencies,
human services agencies, and the community in general; and

WHEREAS, public school systems are mandated by state law to admit all individuals between the ages of 5
and 21 free of charge; and

WHEREAS, providing a free public education for all in safe learning environments requires that students
maintain regular school attendance and are responsible for complying with rules of conduct and the law;
behaviors which are essential to their learning, graduation, and success in college and career; and

WHEREAS, maintaining safe schools sometimes requires the suspension or expulsion of students, and suspension
and expulsion are essential disciplinary tools that should be complemented with a continuum of school and
community-based counseling and alternative education services; and

WHEREAS, students involved in gangs and gang-related activities in Maryland’s public schools present serious
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school safety issues and the Safe Schools Act of 2010, supported by MABE, was enacted as a comprehensive
approach to enhancing state and local gang-related policies and programs in conjunction with local law
enforcement; and

WHEREAS, the federal No Child Left Behind Act requires that states must define criteria for identifying
"persistently dangerous schools" and allow students who attend a "persistently dangerous school" to transfer
to another school, thereby raising public awareness and concern about the prevalence, costs, and
consequences of disruptive and criminal student behavior; and

WHEREAS, the tragic events of September 11, 2001 have resulted in federal, state, and local efforts to
ensure that school systems develop coordinated emergency readiness, response, and recovery plans and
procedures; and

WHEREAS, emergency management involves mitigation and prevention strategies to reduce risks to life and
property; preparedness and planning strategies, including drills, for routine and worst-case scenarios;
response strategies including intergovernmental coordination; and recovery strategies to restore a positive
learning environment after a crisis; and

WHEREAS, the adoption and implementation of school safety programs are sound educational and economic
policy, recognizing the critical need to ensure continuity of operations in each of Maryland's public schools;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that MABE will strive to provide programs and services that
enhance school safety through identifying and educating school boards and administrators about sound
school safety and risk management policies and procedures; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that MABE urges the State Board of Education not to impose unreasonable
timelines for appeals proceedings concerning long-term suspensions and expulsions, but instead to identify
and advocate for reasonable improvements in state and local programs and services for students engaged in
violent or illegal behaviors resulting in separation from the school setting; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that MABE urges federal, state, and local elected officials and other interested
parties to work collaboratively with local boards of education to develop and implement local public school
safety programs; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that MABE urges federal, state, and local governments to ensure adequate
and equitable funding for local public school safety programs, alternative education programs, and the wide
array of mental health and public safety services provided by other public and private entities, which are
essential to maintaining safe schools and access to a quality education for all of Maryland's students.
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