Maryland Association
of Boards of Education
Serving & Supporting Boards of Education Since 1957

621 Ridgely Ave., Suite 300, Annapolis, MD 21401-1112

The E-Brief
Newsletter
410-841-5414, 800-841-8197

www.mabe.org

March, 2012
President’s Message
Many thanks to those who attended MABE’s Legislative Luncheon in Annapolis. If you were unable to attend, please
take the time to contact your legislators, as advised in the latest communications from MABE. Now more than ever, it
is important for legislators to hear from us as session progresses.
I can’t stress enough how important it is for you to read the GreenSheet legislative update to stay abreast of activities
in Annapolis. Also, be sure you check the MABE website at less once a week because things can change rapidly.
When you access the website, please click Advocacy, then click Annapolis Advocacy Center. Always check the
Priority Issues and Call to Action pages, and please follow through with any requests. Legislators need to hear from
all of us if we want to be effective on those issues of concern to us.
Many thanks for the work you do -

Gary Bauer

MABE president responds to Washington Post editorials
MABE’s Letter to the Editor of the Washington Post in response to the March 3 editorial: Maryland’s war on localities,
and March 13 editorial: Maryland spending overhaul would leave Montgomery County the poorer
Supporting a school funding floor we can stand on
The Maryland Association of Boards of Education strongly supports legislative efforts to restore fairness,
accountability, flexibility, transparency and predictability - the hallmarks of good governance - to local school
budgeting. The General Assembly agrees; last week the Senate passed Senate Bill 848 by a super majority and the
House is poised to do the same.
Legislators are looking to strengthen the law requiring that counties hold the line on the $5 billion they have already
been spending on education. Unless legislation is passed, local funding could take a dramatic free fall to a funding
floor that neither the future of Maryland’s public schools can withstand, nor should the citizens of Maryland.
Good governance requires give and take, and we believe the General Assembly has found a good balance. The new
flexibility that allows counties to seek permanent reductions to their minimum per-pupil expenditures is a major
concession local boards can live with, but only in exchange for a real funding floor. The Post’s March 3 assertion that
the bill “would neither credit the county with exceeding state minimums in the past, nor allow any realistic wiggle

room in the future” is factually wrong. So is the Post’s March 13 assertion that “cutting local education budgets in any
way would violate state law.”
Parents, students, teachers and communities need to know and should take comfort in the fact that the General
Assembly is determined to protect the state and local school funding we have all worked so hard to secure. For this
reason, all Marylanders should strongly support “maintenance of effort” legislation.
For the record, Maryland is not at war - not with its local governments, and especially not with local governments like
Montgomery County that have generously funded their public schools. Maryland’s General Assembly is hard at work
on “maintenance of effort” legislation needed to protect the State’s annual investment of $6 billion in public schools.
Critics of the bill are off-track when they focus on the hypothetical dilemma of whether counties will ever fund above
the floor in the future. We have long since learned that schools and communities are inextricably linked. We’ll debate
how to invest big local surpluses in our schools when the Washington Post reports those surpluses exist.
Gary Bauer, MABE President

Board Members urged to read and comment on discipline report
At their February 27 meeting, the Maryland State Board of Education voted unanimously, and without discussion, to
accept the report, A Safe School, Successful Students, and a Fair and Equitable Disciplinary Process Go Hand in
Hand. According to the state board president James DeGraffenreidt, the board will accept public comment on the
report until the end of March.
For a complete summary of state board meetings, visit MABE’s State Board Advocacy Center on our website. If you
are not receiving the monthly Monitor, a MABE publication provided as a member service, please contact Sandi
Barry, sbarry@mabe.org.

MABE board of directors articulates core values
At the February board meeting, the MABE board of directors agreed that the following core values best represent the
organization's deeply held beliefs, and core, fundamental driving forces.





We serve public school boards above all else.
We champion local governance.
We create collaborative relationships.
We are a safe place to learn, laugh, share, and network.

Please visit the About Us section of the website for more information about MABE’s vision, mission, and goals.

Have you checked the MABE website recently?
Mission-Vision-Goals
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Members participate in FRN’s Day on the Hill
Maryland sent a strong delegation to NSBA’s Federal Relations Network Conference and Day on the Hill. President
Gary Bauer (Carroll Co.), President Elect Rodger Janssen (Baltimore Co.), FRN Committee Chair Ramona Johnson
(Baltimore Co.), and members Patricia Bowie (Charles Co.), Jennifer Seidel (Carroll Co.), Henry Armwood (Prince
George’s Co.), Nancy Reynolds (Harford Co.), and Bob Heck (Baltimore City) attended a day of updates on federal
education issues and training, followed by a day of visiting members of Congress and staff in Washington, D.C.

L-R: Patricia Bowie, Jennifer Seidel,
Bob Heck, John Woolums, Henry
Armwood in Washington, D.C.

Patricia Bowie and Jennifer Seidel
pause for a photo during the FRN
conference.

Legislative Luncheon successful
MABE’s Annual Legislative Day Luncheon drew board members and legislators alike to the event. Making remarks
from the podium were MABE Legislative Committee chair Bob Heck, MABE president Gary Bauer, Interim State
Superintendent Bernie Sadusky, Sen. Paul Pinsky, Del. Norm Conway, Del. Anthony O’Donnell, and luncheon
sponsor, Sen. Roy Dyson.

In the news
Have you already seen these news items? You must be a fan of MABE’s Facebook page! If not, join us:
Funded K-12 Education has a positive impact on Eastern Shore’s economy
Interim state superintendent Sadusky among delegation speaking to General Assembly
School board praises commissioners’ budget decision
Sen. Dyson says repealing financial disclosure bill won’t move forward
US makes modest gains in graduation rate
New schools and a new Baltimore: Ambitious repair and renovation program could transform the city

NSBA news
NSBA launches partnership to provide school leaders with performance management professional
development
The National School Boards Association (NSBA) has created a partnership with the American Productivity and
Quality Center (APQC) to provide process and performance management professional development trainings for
school board members and school district leaders through their state school boards associations. More …

NSBA Addresses Education Funding in Obama’s Budget Proposal
The National School Boards Association’s (NSBA) Executive Director, Anne L. Bryant, addressed K-12 education
funding in President Barack Obama’s fiscal year 2013 budget proposal. “We are hopeful by President Obama’s
support for education in his proposed budget, as strong public schools are an important investment to ensure
America's global competitiveness.
“We must maintain high-quality education services for all our children without sacrificing effective programs that are
increasing student achievement. School board members are acutely aware of these extremely challenging economic
times. State and local budgets continue to be slashed at a time when our schools are being challenged with more
students living in poverty. More …

NSBA: Reauthorize ESEA Now
The National School Boards Association (NSBA) is encouraged that Rep. John Kline (R-Minn.), Chairman of the U.S.
House Representative’s Committee on Education and the Workforce, has scheduled a mark-up on the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act for Tuesday, February 28, 2012.
Michael A. Resnick, NSBA’s Associate Executive Director for Federal Advocacy and Public Policy, sent a letter to
Kline today noting that the proposed ESEA bill “will advance student achievement by promoting high standards,
rigorous assessments, effective accountability, disaggregated data for informed local decision making, and improved
practices in teaching and school leadership in a manner that will enable the state and local levels to effectively
perform their roles to achieve the laudatory federal goals and framework set forth in this legislation.” More …

Upcoming learning opportunities
MABE Boardsmanship Academy Sessions
Social Media for Board Members
Friday, April 13, 2012 – 9:00 a.m.-noon
Social Media presents an enormous opportunity, and an enormous challenge, for board members and school
systems. MABE’s Sandi Barry, Communications and Marketing Coordinator, and Steve Bounds, Director of Legal and
Policy Services, discuss the world of social media, and provide guidance on how best to avoid the pitfalls involved
with using it.
Location: MABE office, Annapolis, Maryland
College Readiness at UMBC
Tuesday, May 15, 2012 – 10:00 a.m.-noon
Dr. Freeman Hrabowski, President of the University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC), has graciously extended
an invitation to host this Boardsmanship Academy focusing on a variety of programs at the prestigious UMBC
campus. Hear what students are learning and doing, and discover what ‘college readiness’ really means. In addition,
UMBC has created a number of highly innovative programs to involve their students in our public schools, among
them: Choice Program, a nationally recognized community based, family centered approach to delinquency
prevention and youth development, and its highly acclaimed K-16 outreach initiatives that place graduate and
undergraduate students in some of Maryland’s public schools. You’ll learn about the programs and leave with ideas
for this kind of collaboration with your local colleges and universities.
Location: UMBC Campus, Alvin O. Kuhn Library, 7th floor
1000 Hilltop Circle, Baltimore, MD 21250
NSBA Webinars:
May 8 – Special Education (School Law Boot Camp)
Just updated in fall 2011, this training program provides an overview of the specific legal issues surrounding special
education after the 2004 reauthorization of the IDEA and subsequent regulations. It covers the major principles of
IDEA, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and the American with Disabilities Act. Major case summaries are
included.

Education Week
Making Room for History, Science, Art in the Common Core Era
Several education experts recently made the case for the importance of ensuring topics such as history, science, and
the arts get adequate classroom time and attention as states and districts begin to implement the Common Core
State Standards.
The issue was the focus of a March 15 event hosted by the Washington-based research and advocacy
group Common Core, which has just announced plans to create a set of curriculum maps in history and geography
pegged to the common standards. Although the common standards primarily cover mathematics and
English/language arts, they also address literacy in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects. More …

NSBA Publications
American School Board Journal: Politics and School Board Races
School board elections are usually sleepy contests, often ignored by many voters and underplayed in the local press,
but more than $2 million was spent in 2011 on just three hotly contested campaigns in Denver, North Carolina’s Wake
County, and Virginia’s Fairfax County. More …

School Board News Today, This week in blogs: High school reports spark more discussion
Two reports on high school rigor, which came out within hours of each other last week, have sparked an online
discussion about the need to make secondary school more relevant for all students. More …

The Edifier: Is high school tough enough?
Is the high school curriculum tough enough? Education initiatives as broad as the Common Core State Standards,
grant organizations such as the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and legislative actions like ESEA reauthorization all
raise the issue in some way. All of these initiatives agree that high schools should produce “college and career-ready
graduates,” and that “a rigorous curriculum” is the way to do so. More …

Scenes from MABE

Top, L-R: Rodger Janssen and Gary Bauer talk with NSBA Executive Director Anne Bryant during the NSBA
Leadership Conference. Presenter Milton Nagel, Assistant Superintendent in Caroline County, answers Jim
Thornton’s questions during a Budget 101 workshop. Carl Smith presents Baltimore City Board of School
Commissioner’s chair Neil Duke with a plaque commemorating the board’s completion of MABE’s Master Board
program.
Bottom L-R: Juanita Hopkins and Karen Harshman attend the Legislative Toolkit workshop. Amber Waller and
Sandi Barry attempt to work during a Communications workshop. At the State Board workshop, Jerrelle Francois
talks with state board member Dr. James Gates.

Charles W. Willis
Nominations now open!
Is a current or former member of your school board deserving of MABE’s highest honor?
The Charles W. Willis Award represents recognition by peers of
outstanding service at the local and state level. The award,
established in memory of MABE's first executive director, is limited
to a single honoree annually.
The award committee, made up of current board members from
around the state, will meet in July to determine the 2012 recipient.
Their decision will be based on the following criteria:
• Demonstrates keen understanding of his/her responsibilities as
a board member in the formulation of policy and the
establishment of sound educational programs
• Works affirmatively to foster improved student achievement
• Works proactively to foster community engagement with all
education stakeholders
• Devotes personal time, effort, and skill to promote the goals of
public education
• Accepts and fulfills the responsibilities of a board member by
working collaboratively with board and staff and adhering to
high ethical standards
• Values diversity by advocating for the educational needs of all
children
Nomination forms were sent to board offices and board presidents
in late March, and will be available on the website until nominations
close on July 6, 2012.
As a board, please consider nominating a current or former
Maryland school board member for this highest honor.
Please contact Carl Smith, Executive Director, csmith@mabe.org or
410-841-5414, for further information.

Top: 2011 recipient, Jerrelle Francois,
Baltimore City
Middle: 2010 recipient, Bill Phalen, Calvert
County
Bottom: 2009 recipient, Pat O’Neill,
Montgomery County

The National School Boards Association 72nd Annual Conference will take place in Boston,
Massachusetts April 21-23, 2012. This year’s Conference features over 200 educational
sessions on critical issues affecting the nation’s school districts, including federal legislation
and court decisions, strategies for maximizing limited budgets, and ways to integrate
technology to transform learning, along with district workshops showcasing best practices
from across the country. Nationally-known speakers this year include Sal Kahn, founder of
the Khan Academy, and Geoffrey Canada, well-known education reform advocate. Visit the
Conference website at www.nsba.org/conference for details.

MABE at NSBA in Boston
Join us for the MABE Reception at the Seaport Hotel in
Boston! As soon as confirmations are made, we’ll be
sending information on NSBA workshops being
conducted by Maryland presenters, and fellow
colleagues attending the conference. Mark your
calendars today for the reception!

Mark your calendars: MABE Annual Conference, October 3-5, 2012
The Conference Planning Committee, co-chaired by Patty Nalley (Anne Arundel Co.) and Alysson Krchnavy (Harford
Co.), began preparing for the annual conference in January. Workshop topics, presenters and more are in the works!
The conference brochure and website page will be coming soon but in the meantime, be sure to have the dates set
aside for Maryland’s premiere education conference.

MABE’s Partnership Services
MABE partners with select companies, providing member districts the services that enable them to operate more
efficiently, offer benefits to staff, or generate revenue. MABE Partnership Services contribute to the mission of serving
and supporting Maryland boards of education. Is your school system aware of the opportunities? Visit our website or
click on a logo below to learn more about our partners.

