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Board of Directors again rescinds dues increase 

The MABE Board of Directors voted at its meeting on January 19 to  

rollback the dues increase approved by the members at the 2010 Annual  

Business Meeting of the Association.   

In a memo to board presidents and superintendents, Dr. Carl Smith, Executive 

Director of MABE wrote, “The action taken by the Board of Directors is  

intended to both recognize and respond to the severe fiscal constraints facing 

many if not all of our members.” 

To address the lack of new revenue generated by dues, Smith reported that  

for a third year, out-of-state travel for staff will be curtailed, and staff will not 

receive merit increases.  

Commenting on the ability of MABE to stay in the black with its budget,  

President Tom Carr gave “credit and a pat on the back to Carl and the MABE 

staff for keeping costs down and generating new sources of income.” 

MABE requests alignment of NCLB & RTTT 

MABE President Tom Carr and Gary Bauer, chair of the MABE’s Federal  

Relations Network, sent a letter to Maryland senators and representatives in 

Congress, requesting their support for legislation that will properly align the  

various federal education programs and initiatives under which Maryland local 

school systems are held accountable.   

They state, “Without Congressional action to reconcile the different federal  

legislative programs, local school systems in Maryland and across the nation 

face the dilemma of  being held to the accountability measures under No Child 

Left Behind (NCLB), while simultaneously transitioning to new standards under 

Race to the Top (RTTT).” 

To read the complete text of the letter, which was copied to all board  

presidents/chairs, Governor O’Malley, and State Superintendent Grasmick,  

click here.   

http://www.facebook.com/pages/edit/?id=157750524270542&sk=basic#!/pages/Maryland-Association-of-Boards-of-Education/157750524270542?v=wall
http://www.mabe.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Ncza56H9INM%3d&tabid=61


We’re #1 … again!   

For the third year in a row, Education Week’s Quality Counts Report has found Maryland public schools to 
be first in the nation in overall quality.  MABE President Tom Carr responded with a letter to various editors 
of Maryland newspapers: 

Carr Letter to Editors 

Related links: 

Quality Counts Report 

Maryland State Department of Education Press Release 

Maryland State Education Association Press Release 

Governor O’Malley Statement 

 

Four superintendent vacancies in Maryland 

Caroline, Frederick, Montgomery and Washington Counties are all currently in the process of conducting 
superintendent searches, with a goal of having new superintendents in place by July 1 of this year.  
Information about current vacancies is available on the MABE website. 

Related articles: 

Caroline superintendent to retire 

Caroline Board hires search firm 

Superintendent Burgee announces retirement 

Frederick Board hires search firm 

Superintendent Weast to retire 

Montgomery Board hires search firm 

Washington superintendent announces retirement 

Washington Board Retains MABE for Superintendent Search 

Black and Hispanic Caucus meeting successful 

The Black and Hispanic Caucus meeting on January 22, 2011, of the Maryland Association of Boards of 

Education (MABE) was held at the Carver Educational Services Center of the Montgomery County Public 

Schools in Rockville. The theme of the workshop revolved around the academic progress of African  

American and Hispanic students in the State of Maryland. Dropouts, suspensions, attendance, and 

graduation rates were important topics considered at this session.  More … 

Calendar note:  The next meeting of the Black & Hispanic Caucus is March 19, 2011, 10:00 a.m. at the 

Anne Arundel County Board of Education offices.   

http://www.mabe.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=KVhvz0Y6%2b6g%3d&tabid=36
http://www.edweek.org/ew/toc/2011/01/13/index.html?Intc=EW-QC11-EWH
http://marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/pressrelease_details/2011_01_11
http://www.marylandeducators.org/detail.aspx?id=2262
http://www.governor.maryland.gov/pressreleases/110111.asp
http://www.mabe.org/Services/SuperintendentSearch/SuperintendentOpenings/tabid/99/Default.aspx
http://www.mabe.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=y8em%2f3V5IBY%3d&tabid=61
http://www.mabe.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=G8vnbamTmmE%3d&tabid=61
http://www.fcps.org/fcps/cwp/view.asp?A=3&Q=277875
http://fcps.schoolwires.com/fcps/cwp/view.asp?A=3&Q=278337
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/press/index.aspx?pagetype=showrelease&id=2812&type=&startYear=&pageNumber=4&mode=
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/press/index.aspx?pagetype=showrelease&id=2872&type=&startYear=&pageNumber=2&mode=
http://www.wcps.k12.md.us/news/press_releases/2010/11_08_10.html
http://www.wcps.k12.md.us/news/press_releases/2010/12_21_10.html
http://www.mabe.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=7q%2bsNS3quVc%3d&tabid=61


Federal Relations Network Conference Feb. 6-8  

NSBA’s annual Federal Relations Network Conference will take place February 6-8 in Washington, D.C.  
MABE delegates will hear addresses by prominent members of Congress and the Administration, be 
briefed by NSBA’s top lobbyists, and meet with fellow FRN members from across the nation. The confer-
ence culminates in a lobbying blitz on Capitol Hill where they will take the school  board message directly 
to members of Congress.   

For more information about FRN, visit the MABE website. 

Legislative Committee News 

MABE’s Legislative Committee has met several times in the past few months, and a summary of the most 
recent meeting is available on the website, along with meeting handouts and a calendar of upcoming  
dates.  Please mark your calendars for: 

 

 

Legal Services Associations sets seminar dates 

March 16 - A Day in the Life of a School Counselor 

March 18 - A Day in the Life of a Pupil Personnel Worker 

March 23 - A Day in the Life of a Principal, Current Challenges (morning session) 

March 23 - Friended or Fired: Faculty Facebook Faceoffs (afternoon session) 

May 9 - Maryland’s Revised Ethics Law & the Resulting Policy Changes Required 

May 27 - Annual Special Education Update 

http://www.mabeonline.org/Advocacy/FederalRelationsNetwork/tabid/103/Default.aspx
http://www.mabe.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=JyrAjAhFJxs%3d&tabid=127


New and experienced board members share training 

As a part of new board member orientation, MABE combined training for newly elected and appointed 

members with Leadership Program participants in a session on the Open Meetings Act.  Eric Schwartz, 

Charles County board attorney, discussed email, the Administrative Function, and other aspects of the act.  

In December, Kitty Blumsack, MABE’s Director of Professional Development, 

conducted New Board Orientation for those members newly elected and  

appointed. Participants learned the various aspects of their new jobs, met 

with MABE President Tom Carr, Executive Director Carl Smith, and Dr. 

Nancy Grasmick, State Superintendent.  

In January, Leadership Academy participants gathered for a session on Parliamentary Procedure,  
conducted by Tyson Bennett. 

Next workshop:  Feb. 22  

Understanding the Work  
of the State Board 

More Workshop Dates & Details 

http://www.mabe.org/Training/BoardsmanshipAcademyCourses/tabid/118/Default.aspx


MABE members take advantage of computer based training 

The Workers’ Compensation Group Self-Insurance Fund and Group Insurance Pool have been research-

ing ways to bring professional development training to staff, and working with one online computer based 

training system since early 2005.   

 

The Insurance programs had identified SafeSchools as an effective partner to provide “more training to 

more employees, with less administrative overhead and better recordkeeping” after running several pilot 

programs. Queen Anne’s was the first system to pilot SafeSchools, followed by Harford and Washington 

Counties. Baltimore County was also an early adopter of SafeSchools, developing several custom courses 

which have since been shared with other members.  More ... 

 

 
Calvert partners with local library and MSDE  

Calvert County Public Schools is partnering with the Calvert Public Library and the Maryland State Depart-

ment of Education to launch a public awareness campaign on Career and Technology Education (CTE). 

More … 

 

Calvert Recorder article 

Got News?   If you’d like to share local school system news in the MABE newsletter, just let us know.  

Sent information and/or links to Sandi Barry, sbarry@mabe.org. 

Maryland’s unique Judy Center Program boosts early learning 

MSDE Press Release:  Report spotlights student progress related to state’s centralized centers 

 

Children participating in early learning programs offered through Maryland’s Judy Centers have an  

academic jump start on their peers, according to the results of a new report.“  An Analysis of Influence  

of Judy Center Services,” being released today, is based on research conducted during the 2008 and  

2009 school year by the Maryland State Department of Education.  The study looked into the effect of  

the Judith P. Hoyer Early Child Care and Education Enhancement Program—the Judy Centers—on chil-

dren starting kindergarten.  More ... 

Top education books of 2010 

American School Board Journal’s Kathleen Vail names notable books on education 

Before “Waiting for Superman” and NBC’s “Education Nation” arrives last fall to dominate conversations 

about school reform, everyone was talking about the sudden conversion of Diane Ravitch. 

Ravitch’s transformation from school choice and competition advocate and high-profile conservative com-

mentator to staunch public school supporter, chronicled in the Death and Life of the Great American 

School System, tops our list of educations book for 2010.  Subtitled “How Testing and Choice are Under-

mining Education,” Ravitch’s historic about-face was the most  noteworthy in a year that included a scath-

ing analysis of the achievement gap from a former secretary of education, a look at why boys continue to 

fall behind girls academically, and an examination of what really motivates us (Hint: It’s not money).   

More ... 

http://www.safeschools.com
http://www.mabe.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=tyPhWhVsO8c%3d&tabid=141
http://www.calvertnet.k12.md.us/info/submission/viewsubmission.asp?num=283
http://www.somdnews.com/stories/01122011/rectop140635_32382.shtml
http://mabe.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=qF6dLn85o8s%3d&tabid=61
http://www.asbj.com/MainMenuCategory/Archive/2011/January/Top-Education-Books-of-2010.aspx


Connection made between effective boards & student achievement 

From the Center for Public Education:  More than 90,000 men and women are members of  local school 

boards in the United States. Most of the public knows that school boards do things like set the  budgets, 

establish school boundaries and set school policies. But does the school boards’ work affect student 

achievement? The higher media visibility of teachers and principals in the push for better learning, while 

important, has led some to question whether school boards matter.  More … 

Center for Public Education’s latest report Eight Characteristics of Effective School Boards 

 

 

NSBA Legal Clips 

Secretary Duncan sees potential common ground in ESEA/NCLB reauthorization 

In an opinion piece published in the Washington Post, Secretary of Education Arne Duncan laid out broad 

issues upon which Democrats and Republicans can agree as the new Congress tackles reauthorization of 

the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) in its most recent version, No Child Left Behind 

(NCLB).  More ... 

Somerset budget year ends with some worries looming 

Montgomery County Schools look into reality of cutbacks 

Carroll superintendent predicts $3M budget decrease 

Worcester board finds savings in supplies and substitute pay 

Former MABE president honored with MACo service award 

Grasmick updates lawmakers on Race to the Top 

Howard students on a path to healthy eating 

Six schools receive Blue Ribbon designation 

STEM at work in Prince George’s County 

Student relishes role on state board 

Schools plead case at ’beg-a-thon’ 

Government high school test may be eliminated 

Where else do we share  

these headlines?   

 

Headlines from around the state 

http://blog.centerforpubliceducation.org/2011/01/31/school-boards-and-their-impact-on-student-achievement/
http://www.centerforpubliceducation.org/Main-Menu/Public-education/Eight-characteristics-of-effective-school-boards/default.aspx
http://legalclips.nsba.org/?p=3923&utm_source=NSBA+e-Newsletter+Subscribers&utm_campaign=49c27f8b5f-Legal+Clips+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://www.delmarvanow.com/article/20110119/NEWS01/101190401
http://northpotomac.patch.com/articles/montgomery-county-schools-look-into-reality-of-cutbacks-for-2012-budget
http://carrollcountytimes.com/news/local/article_556b376a-160a-11e0-a7c9-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.delmarvanow.com/article/20110120/WCT01/101200302
http://conduitstreet.mdcounties.org/2011/01/12/wilson-parran-honored-as-2011-recipient-of-macos-marilyn-j-praisner-public-service-award/
http://www.hometownannapolis.com/news/sch/2011/01/15-37/Grasmick-updates-lawmakers-on-Race-to-the-Top.html
http://columbia.patch.com/articles/these-howard-county-students-are-on-the-path-to-healthy-eating-and-maybe-to-cooking-careers-too
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2010-12-17/news/bs-md-blue-ribbon-schools-20101217_1_blue-ribbon-schools-america-s-best-high-schools-ceo-andr-s-alonso
http://www.districtadministration.com/viewarticle.aspx?articleid=2703
http://www.gazette.net/stories/01272011/fredsch175041_32533.php
http://www.hometownannapolis.com/news/sch/2011/01/27-40/Schools-plead-case-at-beg-a-thon.html
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/politics/bs-md-school-government-test-20110125,0,5472871.story
http://www.facebook.com/pages/edit/?id=157750524270542&sk=basic#!/pages/Maryland-Association-of-Boards-of-Education/157750524270542?v=wall

