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In April, NSBA’s Council of Urban Boards of Education (CUBE) announced new leadership.  

Sandra Jensen, a member of Board of Education for the Omaha Public Schools has been elected as Chair 
of CUBE. Sandra has participated in CUBE and its programs since she began her service on the Board of 
Education for the Omaha Public Schools in 1979, where she is currently president. She was Vice Chair of 
the CUBE Steering Committee and a member of the CUBE Urban Student Achievement Task Force.  She 
served as President of the Nebraska Association of School Boards and of the Nebraska Council of 
Teacher Education.  She has held a position of regional director on the NSBA Board; and as the CUBE 
Chair, she will be seated as an NSBA Ex-officio Director. 

Minnie Forte-Brown, a member of the Durham Public Schools Board of Education since 2004 and has 
served as its chair since 2006, has been elected Vice Chair of CUBE.  Minnie is a member of the North 
Carolina School Board Association Board of Directors, and serves as co-chair of the CUBE Racial Isolation 
Task Force. She is also a co-founder of the East Durham Children’s Initiative. 

In addition, the following school board members were elected this year to serve on CUBE’s 15-member 
Steering Committee: Bruce D. Alexander from Ohio’s Akron Public Schools, Barbara Coscarello from New 
Jersey’s Camden City Public Schools, Harium Martin-Morris from Washington’s Seattle Public Schools, 
Willetta Milam from Ohio’s Cleveland  Metropolitan School District, Christina L. Saavedra from Texas’s 
Brownsville Independent School District,  David Stone from Maryland’s Baltimore City Public Schools, 
and Susan Valdes from Florida’s Hillsborough County Public Schools.  

Baltimore City board member named to NSBA Council of Urban Boards 

(CUBE) Leadership 

Mark Wolkow leaving Harford board in June 

Caroline board appoints Dr. Khalid N. Mumin next superintendent 

Frederick board appoints Dr. Theresa Alban next superintendent 

Montgomery board appoints Dr. Joshua P. Starr next superintendent 

Washington board appoints Dr. Clayton M. Wilcox next superintendent 

Governor O’Malley announces education appointments 

Governor O’Malley announces school board appointments 

Board member & superintendent changes 

Board member & superintendent changes 

The Charles W. Willis Memorial Award Committee invites nominations for the 33rd annual award for  
outstanding board service. The presentation will be made during the 2011 MABE Annual Conference in 
Ocean City. 

The honor was established in memory of MABE’s first executive director. Present or former school board 
members are eligible. Limited to a single honoree annually, the  award represents recognition by board 
member peers of outstanding service at the local and state level. It is MABE’s most important honor. 
Boards may nominate deserving board members from any member board. A nomination by boards is 
strongly encouraged as there are many deserving candidates among current ranks and the corps of former 
board members previously serving.  

More information and nomination form  

Willis Award committee seeking nominations 
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Maryland members attend NSBA Conference 

In the News 

Already seen these news items? You must be a fan of MABE’s Facebook page! If not, join us: 

 

 

HometownAnnapolis.com Guest Column: Education funding is investment in our future 

Congrats to Maryland Schools on the High Schools Challenge List! 

Gazette.net: Counties tightening reins on education funding 

American School Board Journal: Education funding woes 

Maryland Life: MD educator named Teacher of the Year 

WBALtv.com: Grasmick offers insight for replacement 

Baltimore Sun: Locals seeking less f or school construction funding 

Recommended reading: 

Education Funding Woes:  Students in Dorchester School District 2 are paying a steep price for a policy  
decision by South Carolina lawmakers five years ago. In the name of “tax relief,” the state legislature  
eliminated most residential property taxes for funding schools -- and put the burden for supporting public  
education on a local tax on business property and state sales and income taxes. More … 

School Improvement: Much of the research discussed in these columns has focused on how under-
performing schools have been making dramatic improvements through the collaboration of school boards, 
senior leadership, building-level administrators, teachers, and community members. The same approach also 
is important when high-performing schools challenge themselves to ever higher levels of success.  More ... 

American School Board Journal  

MABE president Tom Carr 
represents Maryland well 

during the Presidents’ Walk 
at Sunday’s General Session   

MABE officers (L-R) Secretary Katie 
Groth, President-Elect Gary Bauer, 
President Tom Carr, and Treasurer 
Rodger Janssen represent Maryland 
during NSBA’s Delegate Assembly 
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http://www.wbaltv.com/news/27777318/detail.html
http://weblogs.baltimoresun.com/news/local/politics/2011/05/locals_seeking_less_school_con.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Maryland-Association-of-Boards-of-Education/157750524270542?v=wall
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Katie Groth (Frederick) and long-time 
MABE supporter and friend, John 
Cavanaugh of Johnson Controls, Inc., 
chat at the MABE reception prior to the 
start of the conference. 

Are You Smarter Than a Board  
President?  returned to NSBA for a repeat 

performance. Panelists Sandi Barry 
(Caroline), Tom Carr (Garrett), Katie 

Groth (Frederick), and Gary Bauer 
(Carroll) join moderator Steve Bounds for  

the lighthearted school law seminar. 

Anne Arundel board 
members Patti Nalley & 
Debbie Ritchie pause  
for a photo in the  
convention center  
between seminars. 

Gary Bauer (Carroll) 
takes a moment to  
decide on his next  

seminar. 



(The following memo was sent in an individual email to all members on Thursday, May 26, 2011.) 

 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:    All Members 

FROM:  Tom Carr, President; Gary Bauer, Federal Relations Network Chair 

DATE:   May 26, 2011 

RE:        NSBA/AASA Campaign to Promote Deregulation of Federal Programs 

On May 24, Daniel A. Domenech, Executive Director of American Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), and Anne Bryant, National School Boards Association (NSBA) conducted a press conference at    
the National Press Club to announce a recent AASA study of over 1,000 local school districts that projects 
another year of funding cut backs. Among the findings from this random sample base, it is expected that    
another 227,000 school district jobs will be lost. 

“State and local education budgets are being cut to the bone, while the federal government continues to    
mandate unnecessary standards and sanctions under ESEA and ARRA’s demands for data. Are we         
supposed to lay off teachers and hire data collectors?” – Anne Bryant, NSBA Executive Director 

The Call for Deregulation 

Recognizing that there will be no more stimulus funding, AASA & NSBA are using this study to launch a   
campaign to underscore the compelling need for Secretary Duncan to use his administrative authority to    
provide relief from unnecessary federal regulations in data collection, reporting and program mandates—
including sanctions under NCLB. This intervention is now required since Congress will not be able to provide 
relief before the next school year begins through the ESEA reauthorization. Meanwhile, over 80% of our    
nation’s schools are projected to fail to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). 

The Petition Drive 

The campaign is quite simple and direct. We are asking you, our members, to both sign the online petition 
and urge other stakeholders throughout your district to sign it as well. Time is of the essence, and we urge 
you to take a few minutes to join in this critical endeavor. 

Petition 

NSBA press release 

https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dGttMXRGZXVLT2FFQThKUkk4cHo2WkE6MQ
https://us.vocuspr.com/Newsroom/Query.aspx?SiteName=NSBANew&Entity=PRAsset&SF_PRAsset_PRAssetID_EQ=120768&XSL=PressRelease&Cache=False

