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Long-Term Student Discipline & Related Educational Services 

MABE has been actively engaged for several years in the State Board's inquiry into the need 
for policy reforms relating to long-term suspended and expelled students. The State Board 
issued a legal opinion in October 2009, Atanya C. v. Dorchester County Board of Education, in 
which it expressed its concerns about the lack of educational services for students removed 
from the school setting due to long-term disciplinary actions. Following that decision, the State 
Board surveyed local school system policies and practices, convened panel presentations from 
educators and advocacy organizations, and issued preliminary and final reports on their 
findings.  

The outcomes of this process to date include significant changes to the procedures used to 
collect student discipline data according to the Maryland Student Records Manual. In addition, 
the State Board is proposing comprehensive changes to state regulations to adopt new 
definitions, criteria and timelines pertaining to short- and long-term suspensions, extended 
suspensions, and expulsions. The proposed regulations would also require the monitoring and 
reduction of any disproportionate or discrepant impact of discipline decisions on minority or 
special education students. 

MABE has written to State Board President, Dr. Charlene Dukes, and State Superintendent, 
Dr. Lillian Lowery, to request that they reconsider and revise the proposed regulations to 
reflect the input of local school systems gained through a true dialogue with local educators 
and policy makers to consider ways that the discipline process can be improved without 
jeopardizing the education and the safety of the vast majority of students and the dedicated 
professionals that serve them. 

The following materials are presented in reverse chronological order:  

• MABE Letter to State Superintendent Lillian Lowery and State Board of Education 
President Charlene Dukes to urge the reconsideration and major revisions to the 
proposed changes to teh regulations and procedures applying to student suspensions 
and expulsions (September 20, 2012). This letter encloses MABE's previous 
correspondence and comments from 2010, 2011, and 2012. 

• State Board Approved Regulations for Publication and Public Comment (Approved for 
publication on July 24, 2012; publication in the Maryland Register is expected in 
October, 2012) 

• State Board Final Report on Student Discipline (Approved on July 24, 2012)  
• State Board Decision Document, including summarized public comments (June 20, 

2012)  
• MABE letter to the State Board (March 28, 2012) 
• State Board Draft Report and Proposed Regulations (February 2012) 

http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/LoweryDukesMABEletteronstudentdiscipline9202012.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/LoweryDukesMABEletteronstudentdiscipline9202012.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/MSBEMemoandRegulationsJuly2012.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/SchoolDisciplineandAcademicSuccessReportFinal.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/MSBEDecisionDocumentwCommentsSummariedJune2012.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/MABECommentsMarch281012.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/MSDEMSBESchoolDisciplineReportFeb2012.pdf
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• State Board Meeting Panel Presentations (August 30, 2011): MABE Testimony;  
PSSAM Testimony; Montgomery County School System Testimony 

• State Board Letter Requesting MABE Presentation on August 30, 2011, (July 20, 2011) 
• MABE Letter to the State Board Commenting on the Guidelines, (June 10, 2011) 
• Proposed Guidelines for the Timely Disposition of Long-Term Discipline Cases (State 

Board, April 26, 2011) 
• MSDE Report to the State Board on the Provision of Education Services to Long-Term 

Suspended and Expelled Students (August 2010)  
• MABE Testimony before the State Board (April 27, 2010) 
• State Board Memo and Survey (April 27, 2010) 
• State Board Invitation to MABE to Testify (April 1, 2010) 
• C., Atanya v. Dorchester County Board of Education (Decision in which the State Board 

announced its intention to conduct an inquiry into the provision of education services for 
students in long-term discipline cases) (October 2009)  

 

Additional Resources: 

MABE’s Legislative Position on Student Discipline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/MABE-testimony-panel.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/PSSAM-testimony-panel.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/MontCo-testimony-panel.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/StBd-letter-requesting.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/MABE-letter-to-StBd.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Proposed-guidelines-suspension-explusioin.pdf
http://www.msde.maryland.gov/NR/rdonlyres/FCB60C1D-6CC2-4270-BDAA-153D67247324/25427/Report_to_MarylandStateBoardEducation_08272010.PDF
http://www.msde.maryland.gov/NR/rdonlyres/FCB60C1D-6CC2-4270-BDAA-153D67247324/25427/Report_to_MarylandStateBoardEducation_08272010.PDF
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/MABETestimonytoMSBEApril272010.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/MSBEMemoSurveyApril2011.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/MSBEInvitationtoTestifyApril12010.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/A6C6BF4E-F762-4490-AA41-B4C5611461A5/21105/CrockettAOpinion0926.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/2012-Leg-Positions-Student-Discipline.pdf
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