April 2015
MABE Calendar
May 2015
15th  Boardmanship Academy Workshop: Improving Student Achievement Through Raising Student
Aspirations
18th  LSA Seminar: Sports Have Rules: Learn the Laws the Rule Sports
19th  Maryland State Board of Education Meeting
25th  Memorial Day (MABE closed)
29th  Conference Planning Committee Meeting
June 1
1st  LSA Seminar: Annual Special Education Update
8th  Nominating Committee Meeting
12th  Ad Hoc Committee on School Funding Adequacy Meeting
18th  Boardsmanship Academy Workshop: Telling Your Story  Communicating Your District's Message
23rd  Maryland State Board of Education Meeting
(For a complete calendar with details, please visit the MABE website.)
Dear Colleagues,
At this most difficult time, we extend our thoughts and prayers to our fellow board members in Baltimore City,
and wish the best for the citizens, school system staff and students.
Despite the legislative session ending, we are not yet finished with one task that is integral to the future
success of our schools  securing full state funding for education, including the Geographic Cost of Education
Index (GCEI), which impacts 80% of our students in 13 districts. MABE leadership, representing all of you,
has joined with legislative leaders and our education partners throughout the state, urging Governor Hogan to
release $68.1 million in GCEI funds.
We've done our best to keep you updated through email, the MABE website, and social media. We have and
will continue to request that you contact Governor Hogan, letting him know how withholding these funds will
specifically impact the students in your district.
As always, thank you for the work you do for Maryland's students.
My best 
Jeana
Verjeana Jacobs, MABE President
MABE President Joins Education Leaders to Urge Full Funding of Maryland Schools
Verjeana M. Jacobs, Esq., President of MABE, joined legislative and educational leaders to call on Governor
Hogan to fully fund Maryland public schools in the 20152016 school year, including the full $136 million for

the Geographic Cost of Education Index (GCEI).
At the rally, MABE President Jacobs made the following statement: "Let me emphasize that GCEI funding
benefits most of Maryland's 24 school systems and over 80% of our students. A 50% cut to GCEI would
mean $11 million less for Baltimore City, $17 million less for Montgomery County, and $20 million less for
Prince George's County. More than $20 million in combined cuts impact another 10 school systems. Most of
Maryland's 24 school systems, and over 85% of our students, are hurt by not fully funding GCEI. These cuts
in the coming school year would be so deep for some school systems that recovery from actions on staffing,
class size, and education programs would take years."
On April 22, 2015, the MABE Board of Directors affirmed the association's urgent request to Governor Hogan
to release GCEI funding, and at their April 27th meeting, MABE's Legislative Committee also affirmed this
request.
The 2002 Bridge to Excellence Act included GCEI as a funding component to provide additional state
education aid to reflect regional differences in the cost of education. MABE strongly supports full funding for
the GCEI because it is essential to achieving the constitutional mandate for adequate and equitable funding
for all of Maryland's students.
The Maryland House and Senate passed a state budget on Monday April 13, 2015, which fully funds GCEI.
Now the Governor's action is needed to add GCEI back into the final state budget so that this funding can
benefit the students in the coming school year.
(Photos below)
Board Member Award Now Open for Nominations

Is a current or former member of your school board, or another Maryland school board, deserving of MABE's
highest honor?
Nominations now are being accepted for the Maryland Association of Boards of Education Distinguished
School Board Service Award, inspired by the contributions made to the organization by MABE's first fulltime
executive director, Charles W. Willis. Limited to a single honoree biennially, the award represents recognition
by board member peers of distinguished service at the local and state level.
For guidelines and details regarding submissions, please visit the MABE website or download the nomination
form.
Maryland Represented at National Conference
MABE leadership and Maryland board members journeyed to Nashville to take advantage of the first class
professional development and information provided at the National School Boards Association Conference.
First rate keynote speakers and workshops on timely topics made for a worthwhile experience.
Prior to the start of the conference, MABE officers joined with other state association representatives for
NSBA's Delegate Assembly which directs the work of the association in the coming year.
(see photos below)
Many thanks to our sponsors whose support made MABE's Nashville Reception a great success:

Business Connections
We are pleased to welcome a new member to MABE's Affiliate Program, GCA Education Services, a provider
of comprehensive facility services including custodial, facilites operations and maintenance, grounds and
more. Their contact information is:
GCA Education Services, Inc.
2528 Quakertown Road
Pennsburg, PA 18073
8887360863
Chris Jones, Regional Vice President, Sales
gcaeducation@gcaservices.com
For more information about the Affiliate Program, or to contact any of our current affiliates, please visit the
MABE website.
Upcoming Boardsmanship Academy Workshop
May 15, 2015  9:00 a.m. to noon
Improving Student Achievement through Raising Student Aspirations
In this age of accountability, the education community is focused on improving student achievement. The
Quaglia Institute for Student Aspirations (QISA) has researched increasing student motivation and
achievement through raising student aspirations. QISA partnered with Maine School Management Association
to develop a handbook that guides school boards through this process. Terry McCabe, NSBA National
Connection Consultant, will explain the role of your board in improving the aspirations of your students.
Participants will receive a copy of the handbook School Board Members: Reflect... Inspire... Make a
Difference.
Who Should Attend: School Board Members, Leadership Program Participants, Superintendents,
Key Work Areas: Vision, Standards, Alignment, Continuous Improvement
Location: MABE office
Registration Form
For more information, please contact Kathy Bennett, kbennett@mabe.org.
Upcoming 2015 Legal Services Association (LSA) Seminars
The following schedule has been set for 2015 LSA Seminars. Designed primarily for school system staff, LSA
seminars provide indepth information to specific groups. They are also of benefit to board members desiring a
deeper understanding of the topic covered.
May 18  Sports Have Rules: Learn the Laws that Rule Sports

June 1  Annual Special Education Update
All LSA Seminars will be held from 9:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. (unless otherwise noted) in the board room at
the Anne Arundel County Board of Education, 2644 Riva Road, Annapolis.
Registration form for all seminars
For more information about LSA, please visit the MABE website.
Current Issue of American School Board Journal
Beyond Governance
School board members have an important role in representing the district to the community outside the
boardroom
by Doug Eadie
The primary mission of all boards is to govern, which essentially means making decisions about the annual
operating plan and budget and making judgments based on such information as a quarterly financial report and
standardized test results.
By its very nature, governing is somewhat aloof work, requiring some distance from daytoday affairs in order
to attain the degree of objectivity that sound decisions and judgments require.
Many members of nonprofit and public boards, including school boards, also are involved in doing handson
nongoverning work, such as representing the school district at graduation ceremonies and the annual
chamber of commerce luncheon meeting.
Nongoverning work should help the school district achieve an important goal. Direct board member
involvement should make sense in terms of both district needs and board member qualifications. Of course,
this work should not interfere with the board's preeminent responsibility: governing the district. (more)
MABE Associate Membership
Once a school board member, always an advocate for public education
We are pleased to welcome Dr. Eugene M. Karol, former Calvert County school board member, to the
Associates Program.
MABE counts on the continued interest of former school board members to support the association in our
work as advocates for Maryland pubic schools. Associate members are able to keep abreast of current issues
and challenges facing public education and Maryland board members. They receive the MABE Directory of
school systems and members, and our electronic publications including legislative updates, newsletters, and
the state board meeting summary, the Monitor. Associate members are welcomed at various MABE events,
including the annual conference.
Associate membership is open to all former Maryland board of education members. For more information
about becoming an associate member, please contact Sandi Barry, Communications & Marketing
Coordinator, sbarry@mabe.org.
Scenes from MABE
Below are a few photos from MABE events. To view all photos, please visit MABE's Flickr page.
April 21, 2015  Lobbying for education funding, Lawyer's Mall, Annapolis

April 2015  NSBA Annual Conference, Nashville, TN

Boardsmanship Academy Workshop on Social Media
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