July 2015
MABE Calendar
July
28th - State Board Meeting (open to the public)
31st - Ad Hoc Committee on School Funding Adequacy Meeting
August
10th - School Risk Managers Meeting
12th - Student Board Member Orientation
19th - OPEB Trust Meeting
20th-23rd - NSBA Summer Leadership Institute for state officers
24th - Legislative Committee Meeting
25th - State Board Meeting (open to the public)
27th-28th - New Board Member Orientation (adult)
September
9th - Board of Directors Meeting
14th - LSA Directors Meeting
18th - Conference Planning Committee Meeting
22nd - State Board Meeting (open to the public)
Sept. 30th through Oct. 2 - MABE Annual Conference
(For a complete calendar with details, please visit the MABE website.)
President's Message
Dear Colleagues,
Despite summer's reputation of being 'down time', that certainly isn't the case when it comes to school boards
or MABE. As you can see from the calendar above, our busy schedule continues right through the summer
months.
Of course, the event taking precedence right now is MABE's upcoming Annual Conference, September 30th
through October 2nd. For Maryland board members, this is the premiere conference for school system
leaders. The planning committee has been hard at work since January, insuring that this professional
development event is all that it can be for boards, superintendents, and senior level staff.

We encourage you to take advantage of the opportunity to share best practices, learn the latest trends in
education, enjoy access to quality speakers and presenters, and network among the 24 school system
leaders. In addition, we urge you to share your professional development with your community before, during,
and after conference. Keep an eye on your email as MABE will be sharing some helpful tips in doing just that.
I look forward to seeing all of you very soon!
My best -

Jeana
Verjeana Jacobs, MABE President

Have you registered yet? Don't miss the benefits of attending
Maryland's premiere conference for school system leaders!
Our keynoters promise to be the highlight of the conference this year.
Wednesday

luncheon

speaker, Dr.

Thomas

Alsbury, starts the conference with a thoughtprovoking talk on governance. Dr. Alsbury is a professor of Educational Leadership at
Seattle Pacific University. His research focus is on organizational theory, school board and
superintendent governance, and district reform.
Dr. Alsbury has consulted on school governance issues in 12 countries and across the
United States. His research on superintendents and school boards has been published extensively. His book
The Future of School Board Governance: Relevance and Revelation earned Dr. Alsbury the University Council
for Educational Administration Culbertson Award for significant contributions to educational leadership
research.
Thursday's

keynote speaker is Salome Thomas-El, better known as Principal El,

whose lifelong commitment is to ensure that all children reach their greatest potential.
Central to this challenge is how public schools succeed with children who are facing the
most serious barriers to success including poverty and inadequate expectations.
Principal El will discuss how empowered educators, parents, and community members
working together achieve success for students. He brings to the process a powerful
combination of passion, caring, and leadership to craft a common sense road map for
students to achieve their dreams.
Don't miss these exciting speakers! Register today or call Kathy Bennett at the MABE office for more
information.
Conference Brochure

Registration Form

MABE is pleased to announce the selection of Shirley Brandman as the 2015 recipient of the Maryland
Association of Boards of Education Distinguished School Board Service Award.
The award, inspired by the contributions made to the organization by MABE's first full-time executive director,
Charles W. Willis, represents recognition by board member peers of distinguished service at the local and
state level. Brandman was selected from among a number of highly qualified nominees recommended by local
Boards of Education.
Brandman is a former Montgomery County Board of Education member, serving two
terms from 2006 through 2014. She served two years as board president and three as
board vice president, and chaired several local board committees. Brandman also
represented the Montgomery County board on several countywide committees,
including the Domestic Violence Coordinating Committee and the Latino Youth
Collaborative Oversight Work Group.
In addition to work on the Montgomery County board, Brandman was an active
member of MABE, serving on the board of directors and holding the offices of secretary and treasurer. She
also represented MABE on several state committees including the Professional Standards Teacher Education
Board from 2009-2014.
Brandman's award submission narrative states, "She has a great reputation as a highly respected leader who
carries herself in an ethical and honorable manner. She believes in the best ethical conduct for all employees;
this is reflected in documents promoting a culture of respect in classrooms and in the offices."
MABE's executive director, Frances Hughes Glendening, states, "Shirley is the perfect choice for this award.
Her service to Montgomery County Public Schools, MABE, and the students of Maryland is exemplary. We
are delighted the committee named her as the 2015 recipient."
The award will be presented at MABE's Annual Conference in October.

Schaefer Appointed MABE Treasurer
Joy Schaefer, member of the Frederick County Board of Education and
MABE Legislative Committee Chair this past year, has been sworn in as
MABE's new Treasurer.
Schaefer was appointed by President Verjeana Jacobs, and confirmed by the
Board of Directors, to fill the opening created by departing member Alysson
Krchnavy.
Officers and Board of Directors members for the 2015-2016 year will be presented and voted upon by the
membership at the Annual Business Meeting in Ocean City in October.

Gov. Hogan Appoints Member to the State Board of Education
Gov. Larry Hogan recently appointed Dr. Michele Jenkins Guyton to the Maryland State Board of Education.
According to the MSDE website, "Dr. Guyton brings a unique combination of professional and personal
experiences to inform her decisions as a member of the Board of Education. She earned a BA from Vanderbilt
University in Psychology and Anthropology, a joint MA in Psychology and Women's Studies from Radcliffe
College Consortium of Women's Studies at Harvard University, and a PhD in Psychology with a specialization
in Developmental Psychology from Brandeis University. She served on the faculty of the Department of
Psychology at the University of Iowa for several years before following her calling to advocate directly for
children and families at-risk. Over the past 20 years she has developed and implemented programs as diverse
as parenting classes for inmates in a federal penitentiary in North Carolina, positive discipline and bonding
activities for women and children in domestic violence shelters in Iowa, and a recent Maryland Health
Charities disabilities outreach grant to underserved school systems.
She currently serves as the Chair of the Board of Directors of the Tourette Association of America Chapter
serving Washington DC, Maryland and Virginia and is the co-founder of the Baltimore area support group for
families with Tourette Syndrome and associated disorders. She became involved with this work because she
is the mother of three boys with various disabilities, including Tourette Syndrome, who have benefited from
special education services in our schools. She lives in Phoenix, MD with her sons and husband, Dr. Greg
Guyton, and is also active in several musical and theatrical organizations in the Baltimore area."

New Board Members in Baltimore and Talbot Counties
Gov. Larry Hogan recently new members to the Baltimore County Board of Education. They are:
Kathleen S. Causey of Monkton is the general manager of Corbett Overlook 2 LLC and has had a 25-year
career in real estate and information technology. Active in her community, she is a longtime member of Our
Lady of Grace Parish and Hereford High School's Sports Boosters and Parent Teacher Student Association.
Ms. Causey is a graduate of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University.
June P. Eaton retired from teaching after 22 years with the last three years spent teaching at Cardinal
Sheehan School. She also has taught reading and physical geography at the Community College of Baltimore
County. In addition to degrees from CCBC and Towson University, Ms. Eaton has earned a master's degree in
education leadership from the College of Notre Dame of Maryland (now Notre Dame of Maryland University).
She resides in Dundalk.
Nicholas C. Stewart, a graduate of Baltimore County Public Schools,is an associate with Saul Ewing LLP
who specializes in commercial litigation and business counseling. He is an active member of the Baltimore
County Workforce Development Council, Southwest Baltimore Economic Forum, and Catonsville Chamber of
Commerce. Mr. Stewart is a graduate of University of Maryland, College Park, and The George Washington
University Law School. He and his wife live in Arbutus.
Stephen L. Verch, a graduate of Kenwood High School, maintains a law practice and is a management
assistant for Baltimore County government. He serves as a board member for Marshy Point Nature Center and
counsel to Back River Restoration Committee, Inc. Mr. Verch also is the former chair of the Baltimore County
Recreation and Parks Board. He earned his law degree from the University of Baltimore School of Law after
graduating from Towson State University and studying at the University of Tennessee.
BCPS Press Release

In Talbot County, David L. Short was appointed by Governor Hogan to fill the vacancy left by the resignation
of Mr. Jesse Gomez from District 5, and to serve the remainder of the term.
Mr. Short is the managing partner of Weaver, Mavity, Short Associates, LLC, an accounting firm in Easton.
He resides with his family in Trappe and has been very active in the White Marsh Elementary PTO as well as
a Character Counts coach at local schools.
Mr. Short will serve until a successor is elected and qualifies at the next congressional election, which will
occur in November 2016.
MABE welcomes all the newly appointed members, and looks forward to meeting them at New Board Member
Orientation in August.

Boardsmanship Academy News
The last two academy courses for the 2014-2015 session were recently held at the MABE office.
In June, Sandi Barry, Communications and Marketing Coordinator for MABE, presented the workshop Telling
Your Story. Based on the National School Board Association's publication, Telling Your Story, A
Communications Guide for School Boards, this session explored ways to counteract the negative messages
that are prevalent in the media and communities today. Attendees discussed communication and public
relations techniques that enable board members and staff to share how the board is making a difference, how
the district is improving student achievement, and how public education matters in the community. The
session was well attended by board members and school system public information officers.
In July, Kitty Blumsack, Director of Board Development, presented the Key Work of School
Boards workshop. Newly revised and updated, the Key Work of School Boards Guidebook is a dynamic
document that serves as a focus for the governance role of school boards and board members. In this
session, board members explored the re-worked guidebook, examined the six areas that are crucial to
success as a school board, and identified strengths and growth areas, as well as learning what an individual
member can do to strengthen his or her leadership role.
Photos below
More Boardsmanship Academy Photos available on Flickr.

Board/Superintendent Assistants Program a Great Success
In June, MABE provided a one day training session exclusively for board/superintendent assistants, designed
by board assistants to inform and enhance their work.
The morning session on parliamentary procedure, led by Rochelle Eisenberg, attorney at Pessin Katz Law,
PA, explored how boards can use this structure to improve both the efficiency and effectiveness of meetings,
as well as what is and is not permissible.
The afternoon session, also led by Rochelle Eisenberg, focused on how proper board minutes appear, what
must be kept, and what is and is not essential. Requirements for closed meetings were also discussed.
Photos below

More Boardsmanship Academy Photos available on Flickr.

LSA Seminar Turns Out Large Number of Attendees
Repeating a seminar conducted earlier in the year, MABE's Legal Services Administration (LSA) held A Day in
the Life of a Principal in July. Presenters Judy Bresler, Esq., from Carney, Kelehan, Bresler, Bennett &
Scherr, LLP, and Edmund J. O'Meally, Esq., from Pessin Katz Law, P.A., discussed topics such as social
media, custody, undocumented students, student discipline, and cyber-bulling.
Photos below

MABE Shares the Benefits of OPEB Trust
This past June, MABE's Deputy Executive Director Steve James, along with MACo Executive Director
Michael Sanderson, presented at the Maryland Government Finance Officers Association Conference in
Ocean City, Maryland. They spoke about the aspects of shared Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB)
trusts including mitigating risk, target asset allocation, governance, and performance.
In 2007, MABE surveyed school systems and found several interested in meeting this requirement by working
together to create a Pooled OPEB Investment Trust.

MABE staff, working with Trust Counsel and the

prospective members, created the new program in May of 2008.
The member owned Trust provides participating school districts a structure to pool assets to reduce
investment costs and to share administrative expenses.

Baltimore County School Featured in Rise: The Promise of My Brother's Keeper on Discovery Channel
The Halstead Academy in Baltimore County was featured in the Discovery Channel documentary "Rise: The
Promise of My Brother's Keeper," which explores a handful of programs aligned with President Obama's
initiative to improve the life outcomes of boys and young men of color.
For four full days, a documentary film crew went into homes and classrooms to explore the success of
Halstead Academy in raising the academic achievement of its black male students. Excerpts from this
footage are featured in "Rise," which had a red carpet premiere on Thursday, June 18, as part of the American
Film Institute's documentary film festival at the Newseum in Washington, D.C. (BCPS press release)
The documentary was first aired in late June. Excerpts and a schedule for rebroadcast can be found on the
Discovery Channel website.
Of note to MABE members, Justin Prudent, one of the students prominently featured in the film, is a former
student of Halstead teacher, Mary James. Ms. James is the spouse of MABE Deputy Executive Director
Steve James, who is extraordinarily proud of the work his wife does as a dedicated teacher in Baltimore
County.

MABE & ASBO Sponsor ACA Workshop
On July 22, MABE and the Association of School Business Officials (ASBO) jointly sponsored a workshop
that provided specific education and training on the Affordable Care Act. The workshop, presented by

American Fidelity Assurance and Five Points Benefits and Consulting, focused on requirements and issues
surrounding Health Care Reform IRS Reporting.
The workshop was attended by 32 employees representing 17 Maryland school systems.

Current Issue of American School Board Journal
Education Evolution
School leaders embrace business and industry tactics to help their schools - and students - adapt and thrive
July 2015 By Brian Del Stover
In response to declining circulation and powerful Internet competition, the New York Times has revamped its
business model to emphasize digital subscriptions and specialized online services. To cash in on rising health
care spending, the pharmacy chain CVS has carved a new niche in the industry by opening low-cost, walk-in
health clinics in its stores. Meanwhile, telecommunications giant Verizon is threatening to overturn traditional
pay-TV services by providing customers with more choices in the mix of channels they subscribe to.
More options, more customized services, and the erosion of the one-size-fits-all business model - these are all
hallmarks of the rapid changes reshaping our 21st century economy. Local school leaders should take note.
No industry or professional field - including K-12 education - is immune to the technological, economic, and
market forces that are changing how American consumers make spending decisions on goods and services
including the education of their children.
(more)

MABE Associate Membership
Once a school board member, always an advocate for public education
MABE counts on the continued interest of former school board members to support the association in our
work as advocates for Maryland pubic schools. Associate members are able to keep abreast of current issues
and challenges facing public education and Maryland board members. They receive the MABE Directory of
school systems and members, and our electronic publications including legislative updates, newsletters, and
the state board meeting summary, the Monitor. Associate members are welcomed at various MABE events,
including the annual conference.
Associate membership is open to all former Maryland board of education members. For more information
about becoming an associate member, please contact Sandi Barry, Communications & Marketing Coordinator,
sbarry@mabe.org.

Scenes from MABE
Below are a few photos from MABE events. To view all photos, please visit MABE's Flickr page.
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