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Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update 
June 29, 2018 

 
 
Congressional News  
 
Congressional Recess July 2 – July 6 
Please consider scheduling local meetings with your members of Congress and their staff this coming week. If you 
see them during local events, please speak with them regarding NSBA’s legislative priorities beneficial to our 
students and school districts. The House and Senate are in recess next week for state/district work periods and in 
observance of Independence Day. Priorities that Congress is working on now include Fiscal Year 2019 
appropriations, reauthorization of the Perkins Career and Technical Education (CTE) Act, and the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program/Immigration. 
 

Senate and House Appropriations Committees Moving Ahead for FY 2019 Education Funding 
This week, the Senate Appropriations Committee reported its recommendations for the Fiscal Year 2019 funding 
bill for the U.S. Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies. While the 
House Appropriations Committee meeting regarding a companion bill was postponed, it is tentatively scheduled for 
July 11. Based on the reports of the Senate Appropriations Committee and the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee responsible for federal education funding, NSBA’s FY 2019 priorities would be sustained and would 
also receive increased investments in some program areas.  
 
Thanks to the state associations and school board members advocating for greater education investments. NSBA’s 
correspondence to House and Senate appropriators is available here; and, our advocacy continues throughout this 
process. The following chart outlines the status of appropriations for several key programs.  
 

NSBA Priority Current FY2018 
Funding  

Administration’s 
FY2019 Budget 
Request 

Senate Appropriations 
Committee Mark for 
FY2019 

House Appropriations 
Subcommittee Mark 
for FY2019 

Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) - Title I 
Grants for 
Disadvantaged 
Students  

$16.44 billion  
 
[Benefits more than 25 
million students.] 

$15.9 billion $16.56 billion  
 
[Would provide a 
$125 million increase 
over FY2018.] 

$16.44 billion 

Individuals with 
Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) State 
Grants  

$12.27 billion 
 
[Supports more than 
6.5 million students 
with disabilities.] 

$12 billion $12.4 billion 
 
[Would provide a 
$125 million increase 
over FY2018.] 

$12.32 billion 
 
[Would provide a $50 
million increase over 
FY2018.] 

ESSA -Title II Grants 
Supporting Effective 
Instruction 

$2.056 billion 
[Supports training and 
preparation for 
teachers/school 
leaders, class-size 
reduction, civics 
engagement, etc.] 

$0 $2.056 billion $2.056 billion 

https://www.nsba.org/advocacy/federal-legislative-priorities/legislative-priorities-115th-congress
https://cdn-files.nsba.org/s3fs-public/reports/NSBA_DACA_ltr_House_5-9-18.pdf?mWS5TaDfVfXMjFxBGpEq9_rCQN4vN0.I
https://cdn-files.nsba.org/s3fs-public/reports/FY2019%20House%20Approps%206-15-18_0.pdf?4zIBg8Fgs5bo6Ww0QTab_W0VIy2IOrzw
https://cdn-files.nsba.org/s3fs-public/reports/NSBA%20FY19%20Appropriations%20Recommendations.pdf?_ImFPo3ciM2G9sOviJ0tmxzj.yzvRyAG
https://www.nsba.org/advocacy/federal-legislative-priorities/federal-funding/nsbas-actions-support-federal-funding
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ESSA -Title IV Grants 
Student Support and 
Academic Enrichment 
 

$1.1 billion 
 
[Supports STEM 
education and 
computer science; 
school safety and 
violence prevention; 
and, use of technology 
to improve 
instruction.] 

$0 $1.22 billion 
 
[Would provide a 
$125 million increase 
over FY2018.] 

$1.2 billion 
 
[Would provide a 
$100 million increase 
over FY2018.] 

Impact Aid $1.41 billion 
 
[Provides flexible 
support to school 
districts with non-
taxable, federally 
owned land and 
activities, such as 
military bases.] 

$1.26 billion $1.43 billion 
 
[Would provide a $25 
million increase over 
FY2018.] 

$1.46 billion 
 
[Would provide a $52 
million increase over 
FY2018.] 

Perkins Career and 
Technical Education 
State Grants 

$1.19 billion 
 
[Supports integration 
of academic, career, 
and technical 
instruction, as well as 
state/local program 
improvements for 
career pathways.] 

$1.11 billion $1.19 billion $1.46 billion 
 
[Would provide a 
$115 million increase 
over FY2018.] 

ESSA - Title III Grants 
English Language 
Acquisition 

$737 million 
 
[Provides grants to 
states to serve English 
learners (ELs) and for 
competitive awards 
supporting 
professional 
development.] 

$737 million $737 million $737 million 

 

 
Senate HELP Committee Approves Update to the Perkins Career and Technical Education Act 
Earlier this week, the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) unanimously approved 
legislation drafted to update the Perkins Career and Technical Education Act. The law has not been updated since 
2006. The HELP Committee’s action follows nearly a year after the full House approved a bipartisan CTE 
reauthorization bill (H.R.2353) by a nearly unanimous vote. NSBA’s letter regarding the Committee’s legislation is 
posted here. 
 
The HELP Committee’s legislation proposes changes to the law that would impact accountability requirements. As 
noted by NSBA, the Association for Career and Technical Education (ACTE) and other advocates, the bill’s provisions 
that require continuous improvement at the state and local levels do not incorporate alternatives for changes that 
could impact performance. For example, changes in program offerings, student populations served, state and local 
economic conditions, or changes to address data quality issues could impact performance. Also, new uses of state 
and local funds that potentially duplicate investments made through the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity 

https://edworkforce.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=401788
https://cdn-files.nsba.org/s3fs-public/reports/NSBA_Perkins%20CTE_ltr_Senate%20HELP_6-26-18.pdf?DLzWQV8G6xqFPiZZkqqB8ZHK5Or6y614
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Act (WIOA), Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act, and 
several other federal programs could potentially dilute Perkins CTE funding. In addition, there are concerns about 
the authorization levels for federal appropriations. 
 
“To ensure that all learners who wish to participate in CTE have access to high-quality programs of study, additional 
investments are needed,” NSBA wrote to the Committee. “In Section Nine, the legislation would provide an initial 
authorization of $1.23 billion for Fiscal Year 2019, with proposed [cumulative] increases of approximately $88.5 
million through Fiscal Year 2024. While this proposal would increase funding levels, greater investments are needed 
through robust appropriations to address the skills gap that many employers have cited and to sustain the 
workforce investments needed for economic competitiveness. As this legislation would maintain CTE as a formula 
grant program, expand career counseling for all CTE students and increase participation in programs of study for 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), a significant investment is needed throughout the six-
year reauthorization.” 

 
Although it is unclear if the full Senate will consider the HELP Committee’s bill this year - possibly setting the stage 
for final negotiations with the House - the Committee's approval of the measure represents a significant step 
forward after years of delays. Working with ACTE, NSBA is influencing the reauthorization and will provide further 
updates as the process continues. 
 
Senate Approves U.S. Department of Education Nominees  
The full Senate approved President Trump’s nomination of Frank Brogan to lead the U.S. Department of Education’s 

Office for Elementary and Secondary Education. Mr. Brogan most recently served as Chancellor of the Pennsylvania 

State System of Higher Education. He is a former Lieutenant Governor of Florida and also served as the state’s 

Commissioner of Education. He started his career as a first grade teacher, and has served as middle school principal 

and superintendent. Jason Botel, who is currently Acting Assistant Secretary for the Office for Elementary and 

Secondary Education, is expected to continue serving as the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Office.  

In related news, the Senate HELP Committee approved Scott Stump’s nomination to lead the Department’s Office 

of Career, Technical, and Adult Education Programs. Senate leaders also agreed to five hours of debate and a vote 

on the President’s nomination of James Blew to serve as Assistant Secretary of Education for Planning, Evaluation 

and Policy Development. A specific date has not been announced yet regarding floor consideration that is expected 

in July.  

 

U.S. Department of Education News 
 
Grant Applications Announced for Family Engagement and other Programs 
 

• The “Statewide Family Engagement Center Award” provides funding for organizations that deliver technical 
assistance and training to State and local educational agencies in the implementation and enhancement of 
systemic and effective family engagement policies, programs, and activities that lead to improvements in 
student development and academic achievement. Applications must be submitted no later than July 30.  
 

• The “Native Hawaiian Career and Technical Education Program” provides funding to community 
organizations to plan, conduct, and administer programs that are for the benefit of Native Hawaiians and 
that are authorized by the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act. Applications must be 
submitted no later than July 27. 
 

https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-secretary-education-betsy-devos-welcomes-frank-brogan-assistant-secretary-elementary-and-secondary-education
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=%E2%80%9CStatewide%20Family%20Engagement%20Center%20Award%E2%80%9D%20
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=Native%20Hawaiian%20Career%20and%20Technical%20Education%20Program
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• The “Special Programs for Indian Children – Demonstration Grants” initiative offers funding for projects 
that develop, test, and demonstrate the effectiveness of services and programs to improve the educational 
opportunities and achievement of Indian students in preschool, elementary, and secondary schools. 
Applications must be submitted no later than August 10.  

 
 
NSBA News 
 
Missouri School Boards’ Association Brings Advocates to Capitol Hill 
This week, the Missouri School Boards’ Association advanced legislative priorities for its school districts and NSBA 
with its congressional delegation. Led by MSBA Executive Director Melissa Randol, school board members who 
serve in the Federal Relations Network (FRN) discussed appropriations, net neutrality, Perkins Career and Technical 
Education, the proposed reorganization of the U.S. Department of Education, and other pertinent issues with 
NSBA’s federal advocacy team in preparation for Capitol Hill meetings.  
 
Missouri’s FRN members held a strategic meeting with Chairman Roy Blunt (R-MO), who leads the Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies. This week’s 
meeting with Chairman Blunt was very timely, as his Subcommittee and the full Senate Appropriations Committee 
reported favorable recommendations for FY2019 investments in Title I, IDEA and related programs, as noted above. 
Other meetings were held with Senator Claire McCaskill (D-MO) and Representatives William Lacy Clay (D-MO), Ann 
Wagner (R-MO), Blaine Luetkemeyer (R-MO), Vicky Hartzler (R-MO), Emanuel Cleaver II (D-MO), Sam Graves (R-
MO), Billy Long (R-MO), and Jason Smith (R-MO). With members of Missouri’s congressional delegation serving on 
the Budget, Energy and Commerce, and other Committees that have jurisdiction over programs impacting K-12 
education, the meetings provided opportunities to champion key issues and discuss new opportunities to support 
our students and school districts. 
 
 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=Special%20Programs%20for%20Indian%20Children%20%E2%80%93%20Demonstration%20Grants

