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Legislative Committee Process

 Committee Meetings: Bill Highlights, Advocacy

Reports, Budget Updates, Guest Speakers, and Votes
on Bill Decisions.

Bill Decisions by the Legislative Committee:
Staff recommends positions for the Committee’s
action on selected bills.

» Examples: Governor/Leadership-sponsored bills, major
new initiatives, bills involving inter-jurisdictional issues,
and requests for MABE positions on local bills.

» Note: Most MABE bill positions are determined by staff in
accordance with adopted Resolutions & Positions.
Committee Chair: Attends leadership meetings &
presents testimony on priority bills.
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Legislative Communications
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MABE’s Advocacy Centers
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MABE strives to be the primary voice for public education in Annapolis. The unity of 24
local boards of education lends strength to our influence in the legislative process. MABE
services include lobbying representation before Maryland’s State Board of Education,
General Assembly, and Congressional Delegation, and regular publications to inform and
involve local board of education in the legislative process.

MABE’s advocacy efforts also include monitoring federal legislation and lobbying on
issues that impact Maryland public schools. We attend all Maryland State Board of
Education meetings and provide our members with updates that may affect their school
systems.

Upon request MABE staff are available to present local boards with legislative updates
and offer legislative advocacy training. We also offer the Advocacy Toolkit: A Guide to
Effective Education Advocacy. For more information, please contact John Woolums,
Director of Governmental Relations.
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MABE’s Annapolis Advocacy Center
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Legislative Committee
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Legislative Committee Calendar, Agendas & Materials

The Legislative Committee, including representatives from all 24 boards, holds monthly meetings to guide the association’s
lobbying activities in Annapolis, and invites policy and legislative leaders as guest speakers to exchange ideas. During the
legislative session, MABE'’s bill testimony reflects the association’s resolutions and legislative positions as adopted by the
membership.

For additional information, contact John Woolums, MABE’s Director of Governmental Relations.

2018-2019 Legislative Committee Calendar

MABE’s Legislative Committee meetings are held in the MABE office on Monday mornings, 10:00 to 12:00, unless otherwise
indicated. Meeting agendas and materials are posted in advance of the meetings, and updated regularly.

Dec. 17, 2018
Agenda & Materials
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The Education Advocate
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Legislative Committee
2018-2019 Calendar

In this issue:
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* Legislative Committee _ o FYI - The Legislative Session
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Kirwan Commission Update

The Kirwan Commission on Innovation and Excellence in Education
met on December 18 and 19 to take final actions on each of its four
working group reports and the fifth policy area recommendations on
governance and accountability. By the conclusion of the Dec. 19 all-
day meeting these reports were approved, as were other key

actions including recommended funding for FY 2020 and the o FYI - The 2019 legislative
recommendation to commence the overall funding reforms session ends at midnight on
beginning in FY 2021. Full funding by FY 2030 would provide total April 8, 2019

increases in state and local government spending on public * April 29, 2019

education of more than $3.8 billion. MABE's Legislative Committee
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Alerts & Calls to Action

Grounds for Employee Discipline Binding Arbitration Bill

MABE continues to oppose Senate Bill 639 because it would remove the
authority to discipline employees from the local board of education based on
the superintendent’s decision - and transfer the final decision-making
authority to an outside arbitrator.

This bill has passed in the Senate, so MABE is urging all boards and board
members to call and email members of the House to voice opposition to
Senate Bill 639. This legislation has passed the Senate before, but not in the
House (where the late-filed House bill remains in the Rules Committee).

Talking Points

« This bill would transfer the board responsibility to an arbitrator, an
independent third party who is not required to balance of the employee’s
interests and the school system’s on behalf of all students.

* Outside arbitrators, who by definition have no connection to the school
system, should not be empowered to determine who should remain
employed by the school system.

« This bill would place these decisions in the hands of a single individual
without any option to for the local board to consider and deliberate on the
appropriate response to the employee actions at issue.

* For additional information, read MABE’s testimony opposing SB 639.
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Bill Testimony

MA \ 621 Ridgely Avenue, Suite 300, Annapolis, Maryland 21401
410-841-5414 - 800-841-8197 - Fax: 410-841-6580 - MABE.org

MARYLAND ASSOCIATION OF BOARDS OF EDUCATION

BILL: Senate Bill 639
TITLE: Education - Public School Personnel - Disciplinary Hearing Procedures
DATE: February 28, 2018

POSITION: OPPOSE
COMMITTEE: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee
CONTACT: John R. Woolums, Esq.

The Maryland Association of Boards of Education (MABE), representing all of the state's local boards of
education, opposes Senate Bill 639.

MABE opposes this bill because it would remove the authority to discipline employees from the local board
of education and transfer it to an arbitrator if requested by the employee. Such a transfer would adversely
impact the ability of local boards to respond to employee misconduct consistent with the best interests of
the students, the school system, and community. Instead, Senate Bill 639 would transfer the board
responsibility to an arbitrator, an independent third party who is not required to balance of the employee’s
interests and the school systems on behalf of all students. Binding arbitration decisions should not
determine who remains on the payroll, and certainly not who remains in the classroom. Our parents,
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mgaleg.maryland.gov

General Assembly _

of Maryland

Hearing Schedule Legislation by Session Budget Statutes Legislators Committees Publications Floor Proceedings

Maryland State House

Find Legislation: = By Number: |sb15 4 By Broad Subject:

What's Happening

Legislation y
—_————— Session Status

Status of All Legislation

About the General Assembly

- Adjourned
Senate TH
- The General Assembly will reconven
e L House' i January 9, 2019
VIRTUAL TOUR Previously Introduced B at 12:00 p.m.

Ronnat a Qtate Hnniee Taarl

MABE®



Accessing Bill Info Online

SB0015 %

Entitled:

Find a 2019 Bill: -»

Public School Construction - Innovation Incentive Pilot Program - Prevailing Wage Requirements

Sponsored by: Senator Serafini
In the Senate - First Reading Finance

Status:

Synopsis:

Analysis:

All Sponsors:

Additional Facts:

Committee(s):

Mot available at this time

Senator Serafini

Bill File Type: Pre-Filed

Finance
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Contacting Legislators

Full Committee Contact Education Subcommittee Contact
Kaiser, &nne R. (Chair) + Luedtke, Eric G. {Chair) -+
Turner, Frank 5. Vice Chair) -+ Afzali, Kathy -+
Afzali, Kathy + Ali, Bilal -+
Ali, Bilal + Eberzole, Eric -+
Barnes, Darryl + Homberger, Kevin B -+
Buckesl, Jason C. + Pafterson, Edith J +
Ebersole, Eric + Rose, April -+
Hixson, Sheila E + Shoemaker, Haven +
Hormberger, Kevin B + Washington, Mary L -+
Howard, Carolyn J. B + Wilkins, Jheanelle K -+
Long, Robert B +
Luedtke, Eric . +
Mosby, Mick +
Patterson, Edith J +
Reilly, Teresa E. +
Rose, April +
Shoemaker, Haven +
Simonaire, Meagan C. +
Tarlaw, Jimmy +
Walker, Jay +
Washington, Mary L +
Washington, Alonza T +
Wilkins, Jheanelle K +
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Contacting Key Legislators

Ways & Means Committee Chair
Delegate Anne Kaiser

To... anne. kaiser @house. state.md.us

Send

Ce.

Subject

To assist us in responding as quickly and comprehensively as possible, please include the following information.

NAME:
HOME ADDRESS AND ZIP CODE:
PHONE NUMBER:
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Taking Action

What to say...

Use MABE Testimony and
Talking Points

Who to contact...
Legislator email /phone contacts
will be provided

Timing & FeedbacKk...

Prompt action to inform MABE
adds to overall effectiveness




Thank you!

John R. Woolums, Esq.

Director of Governmental Relations
Maryland Association of Boards of Education
621 Ridgely Avenue, Suite 300

Annapolis, MD 21401

410-841-5414

lwoolums@mabe.org

www.mabe.org
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