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Overview

Bill Review

• Staff
• Daily Synopsis (DLS)
• Tracking Report (DLS)
• MABE Bill Report

Information 
Resources

• Legislative 
Committee 
Meetings

• Advocacy Website
• The Ed. Advocate

Advocacy

• Education Advocate    
• Leadership Meetings
• Testimony
• Calls to Action
• Talking Points



MABE’s Legislative Process

Bill Synopsis

(Staff)

Analysis

(GreenStreet)

Fiscal Note

(GreenStreet/CFOs)

Bill Tracking Report
(Staff)

MABE’s Position
(Staff/LC)

MABE’s

Testimony

(Staff)

Call to Action

(Staff/LC)

Bill Hearing & 
Follow Through

(Staff/All Members)

Votes & Bill Status



Legislative Committee Process

• Committee Meetings: Bill Highlights, Advocacy 
Reports, Budget Updates, Guest Speakers, and Votes 
on Bill Decisions.

• Bill Decisions by the Legislative Committee: 
Staff recommends positions for the Committee’s 
action on selected bills.

➢Examples: Governor/Leadership-sponsored bills, major 
new initiatives, bills involving inter-jurisdictional issues, 
and requests for MABE positions on local bills. 

➢Note: Most MABE bill positions are determined by staff in 
accordance with adopted Resolutions & Positions.

• Committee Chair/Vice Chair: Attends leadership 
meetings & presents testimony on priority bills.



Legislative Communications

MABE’s
Weekly 

Newsletter &
Calls to Action

MABE’s
Testimony

MABE’s Bill 
Report



MABE’s Advocacy Centers



MABE’s Annapolis Advocacy Center



MABE’s Annapolis Advocacy Center



Legislative Committee 



Legislative Committee 



Calls to Action 

The Education 
Advocate
(weekly)

• Articles

• New Bill Highlights

• Bill Tracking Report

• Alerts

Alerts
(as needed)

• Calls to Action

• Talking Points

• Contacts

• Specific Action

• Feedback Loop



Taking Action

What to say …

Use MABE Testimony and/or 
Talking Points 

Who to contact …
Legislator email/phone/in person  
Contacts provided in TheAdvocate

Timing & Feedback …
Prompt action & informing staff 
adds to overall effectiveness 



Thank you!

John R. Woolums, Esq.

Director of Governmental Relations

Maryland Association of Boards of Education

621 Ridgely Avenue, Suite 300

Annapolis, MD 21401

410-841-5414

jwoolums@mabe.org

www.mabe.org

mailto:jwoolums@mabe.org
http://www.mabe.org/
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