
 

   

 

Primary and Secondary Education 

Foundation Program: Te foundation program is the largest single local aid program and is fully funded 
in FY 2022. Under the program, aid is distributed on the basis of public school enrollment and equalized 
for taxable wealth so that jurisdictions with smaller per pupil tax bases receive proportionately more aid. 

Compensatory Education: Te compensatory education program is directed toward the education of 
children who are economically and environmentally disadvantaged. Te Bridge to Excellence Act directs 
the aid according to the number of students receiving free or reduced price meals. 

Special Education: Aid for special education is provided to school systems to help cover the additional 
cost of educating students with needs for special services. Tese funds are allocated on a formula basis for 
students in local schools and to support children placed in nonpublic special education schools. Te FY 
2022 budget refects the state’s share at 70% of the cost of nonpublic placements over a certain amount. 

Student Transportation:  Tis program provides aid for the transportation of students to and from school, 
including a specifc grant aid for transporting special needs students. 

Other Education Aid: Other education aid includes $334.3 million to support students with limited English 
profciency and $49.9 million for the Guaranteed Tax Base program, which provides grants to those subdi-
visions that have less than 80% of the statewide average wealth per pupil and that provide local education 
funding above the local share required by the foundation program. Te category also comprises $712.6 
million in grants related to Commission on Innovation and Excellence in Education initiatives, including a 
special, one-time grant program totaling $213.7 million to ensure that, despite enrollment declines due to the 
global pandemic, every jurisdiction receives more aid in FY 2022 than in FY 2021. It also includes a $150.9 
million supplemental tutoring grant to help students regain some of the ground lost during the pandemic. 

State Retirement System:  In addition to direct aid for education, the state pays a portion of pension and 
retirement benefts for teachers, principals, administrators, and other eligible employees on behalf of each 
board of education. 
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Education Aid Per Pupil 

Te chart below shows state aid for public schools on a per-pupil basis. Aid includes direct aid and con-
tributions for teachers’ retirement. Pupils are measured as full-time equivalent counts as of September 30, 
2020—the same basis used for allocating aid under the statutory formulas. 

Total K-12 Education Aid per Eligible Full-Time Equivalent Pupil 
Fiscal Year 2022 

FTE Pupils as of 
September 30, 2020 Aid per Pupil 

Allegany 7,716 $12,577 
Anne Arundel 81,017 $6,084 
Baltimore City 73,067 $14,117 
Baltimore County 107,733 $8,105 
Calvert 14,896 $7,225 
Caroline 5,303 $13,387 
Carroll 24,191 $6,837 
Cecil 14,217 $8,986 
Charles 26,029 $8,804 
Dorchester 4,487 $12,637 
Frederick 42,043 $7,546 
Garrett 3,490 $8,060 
Harford 36,521 $7,318 
Howard 55,755 $6,387 
Kent 1,729 $7,421 
Montgomery 156,738 $6,325 
Prince George's 127,505 $11,080 
Queen Anne's 7,171 $6,289 
St. Mary's 16,723 $7,905 
Somerset 2,658 $15,294 
Talbot 4,292 $5,068 
Washington 21,087 $10,475 
Wicomico 13,865 $13,269 
Worcester 6,332 $4,776 

TOTAL FTEs/AVERAGE* 854,564 $8,557 

* Excludes unallocated aid. 
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