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Blueprint Funding

Projections by the Department of Legislative Services
▪ Based on pre-pandemic enrollment and FARMS
▪ Local and State Foundation and Concentration of Effort 

FY2023 DLS Projection MSDE Budget Delta

Foundation $144.75 $140.90 -$3.85

Concentration of Poverty 40.50 30.50 -10.00

(in millions) $185.25 $171.40 -$13.85
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FARM Eligible
Oct 2019

FARM Eligible
Oct 2020

FARM Eligible
Oct 2021

Total for SMCPS 5363 4558 3856

Decrease 
of 805 Total 

decrease 
1,507
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In SMCPS, we have had a 
total of 1,507 fewer 
students identified as 
FARMs eligible in October 
of 2021 than in October of 
2019. This is a reduction 
of almost one third of the 
total economically 
disadvantaged students 
attending St. Mary’s 
County Public Schools.

This is the opposite of 
what we are actually 
seeing in our communities 
- we have many more 
students in distress due to 
the economic strain two 
years of a pandemic have 
had on our families. 



2021 Comp 
Educ Funding 

2022 Comp 
Educ Funding 

2023 Comp 
Educ Funding 

State Funding SMCPS $19,376,915 $16,435,249 $16,435,249

Decrease of  
$2,941,666 
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FARM Eligible 
Oct 2019

FARM Eligible 
Oct 2020

FARM Eligible 
Oct 2021

Maryland Eligible Students 371,425 346,948 323,027

Decrease 
of 24,477 Decrease 

of 48,398
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Families did not have to 
complete the FARMs eligibility 
forms in the fall of 2020 or 
2021 to receive the meal 
benefit.  All students in 
Maryland received free meals 
from the spring of 2020 until 
the end of this current school 
year 2022.

As a result of this, school 
systems had no consistent 
vehicle to determine 
economic status of students.  
Accordingly, the number of 
FARM eligible students 
decreased throughout the 
state- declining by 48,398 
students during the two years 
of the pandemic.  
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