
  

 
Legislative Committee Meeting 

Monday, January 22, 2024 
10:00 a.m. - Noon 

Hybrid: In-Person and Zoom 
 

Jennifer Swickard Mallo, Chair 
Rodney Glotfelty, Vice Chair 

 
Agenda 

  
1.   Meeting Opening  

• Welcome & Introductions   
Opening 
Remarks   

Chair/Vice 
Chair   

10 min.  

2.  
 

FY 2025 State Budget Highlights 
• Operating Budget for Public Education 
• Capital Budget for School Construction  
• DLS Fiscal Briefing (1/22/24 3:00 pm)  

Information & 
Discussion  

Chair/Staff/All  
  

20 min.  

3.  
 

Legislative Updates 
• MABE Legislative Website Resources 
• Bill Positions & Status Updates 
• Bill Hearings 

Information & 
Discussion  

Chair/Staff/All  
  

60 min.  

4.    MABE Blueprint & Maintenance of Effort 
Legislative Initiative  

• Call to Action 

Information & 
Discussion  

Chair/Staff/All  10 min.  

5.  General Assembly Updates 
• January 24, 2024 - MABE Briefing before 

the House Ways and Means Committee   
• MABE Leadership Meeting Updates 

Information & 
Discussion  

Chair/Staff/All  
  

5 min.  

6.  Board/MSDE Updates  
• January 23, 2024 - MABE Stakeholder 

Engagement Panel Presentation at the  
State Board Meeting 

• State Board Meeting Agenda 1/23/24 

Information  Chair/Staff/All  
  

5 min.  

7.    Legislative Day Reception Updates 
• Monday, February 5, 2024  

5:00-7:00 p.m., Governor Calvert House 
58 State Circle, Annapolis   

Information   Chair/Staff  5 min.  

8.    Future Meetings  
• Jan. 22, 2024  
• Feb. 12, 2024 
• Feb. 26, 2024  

 

 
• March 11, 2024  
• March 25, 2024  
• April 15, 2024**  

Information   Staff    

9.    Adjournment  Closing 
Remarks  

Chair  
  

  

  
  
 
 



 
 
 
 
Meeting Materials 
 

• The Educa�on Advocate & FY 2025 Budget Highlights 
• Priority Bill Highlights 
• Blueprint Funding Altera�ons Bill Updates 

o VoterVoice Advocacy Campaign FAQs 
• MABE State Board of Educa�on Briefing Presenta�on 
• MABE Ways and Means Commitee Briefing Presenta�on 

 

 
 
 

https://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Education-Advocate-2024-1-19-24.pdf
https://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/January-19th-2024-PRIORITY-SHORT-LIST-Bill-Report.pdf
https://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/MABE-Blueprint-Funding-Alterations-Bill-1-17-24-2.pdf
https://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/MABE-VoterVoice-Advocacy-Campaign-FAQs.pdf
https://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/MABE-State-Board-Presentation-1-23-2024-FINAL.pdf
https://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/MABE-Ways-and-Means-Presentation-1-24-2024-FINAL.pdf
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January 19, 2024 

In this issue:   

• MABE’s 2024 Legislative Priorities 
• MABE’s Blueprint Improvements Bill 
• FY 2025 Education Funding Highlights 
• FY 2025 School Construction Budget Highlights 
• Upcoming Budget and Policy Briefings 
• Bill Tracking Report & Hearing Schedule 

 
 

 

MABE’s top priorities for the 2024 Legislative Session 
include: 

Support for governance authority for local boards of 
education to adopt education policies and school 
system budgets reflecting local priorities and 
resources.  

• MABE supports broad discretion for local board decision-
making authority in exercising legislative, judicial, and 
executive functions in accord with state and federal law and 
principles of equity and excellence for all students. 
Specifically, MABE advocates that state and local initiatives 
not reduce local board governance or budgetary authority or 
create unfunded mandates. 

Support for full State funding for Maryland’s outstanding 
public schools. 

• MABE supports annual state and local education budgets 
commensurate with the full costs of implementing new and 
enhanced statutory and regulatory requirements and 
expectations. Specifically, MABE advocates for sustained 
increases in state and local funding in FY 2025 and beyond 
to support the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future law to fulfill Maryland’s constitutional duty to adopt 
and fund a school funding system that ensures equity and excellence in every school and college 
and career readiness for every student. 

 

MABE's 2024 Legislative Priorities

  
2024 Meeting Calendar 

• Jan. 22, 2024 
• Feb. 5, 2024 - Legislative 

Day Reception! 5:00-7:00 
p.m., Governor Calvert 
House, 58 State Circle, 
Annapolis 
• February 12, 2024 
• February 26, 2024 
• March 11, 2024 
• March 25, 2024 
• April 15, 2024 (Lunch @ 

12:15, Mtg. 1-3 p.m.)** 
 
• MABE’s Legislative 

Committee meetings are 
conducted as hybrid meetings 
and held in the MABE office 
conference room from 10:00 
a.m. to Noon, unless otherwise 
indicated. 
• Meeting agendas and 

materials are posted in 
advance of the meetings, and 
updated regularly. 
 

** (Later time - 1:00-3:00 
p.m. -  This Legislative 
Committee meeting will 
follow the quarterly Legal 
Services Assoc. (LSA) 
meeting.) 

Legislative Committee

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/legislative-committee-2/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/legislative-committee-2/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/legislative-committee-2/
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Support for increased State funding for school construction and renovation projects. 

• MABE supports annual state and local capital and operating budgets commensurate with the 
costs of designing, building, renovating, operating, and maintaining high quality learning 
environments for each student in our 1,400 public schools. Specifically, MABE advocates for a 
state capital improvement program in FY 2025 of at least $450 million in addition to the Built to 
Learn program to expand Prekindergarten and Career and Technical Education school facilities 
called for by the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future. 

Support for sustained and increased local government investments in education. 

• Funding from Maryland’s 23 counties and Baltimore City plays a critical role in the success of 
public education programs, services, and facilities. Specifically, MABE advocates for state laws 
mandating investments of local property and income tax revenues in public education, including a 
strong “maintenance of effort” guarantee that local funding must be sustained and increased from 
year to year. 

MABE's Legislative Positions & Priorities for the 2024 Session include additional information on 
these priorities and position statements on other major policy areas. 

 

MABE’s Legislative Committee is led by Jenniefer Swickard Mallo (Howard Co.), Chair, and Rodney 
Glotfelty (Garrett Co.), Vice Chair, and includes representatives from all 24 boards of education. 
The committee guides the association’s lobbying activities in Annapolis, and invites policy and 
legislative leaders as guest speakers to exchange ideas. During the legislative session, MABE’s Bill 
Testimony reflects the association’s Continuing Resolutions as annually updated and adopted by 
the full membership, and 2024 Legislative Priorities and Positions as adopted by the Legislative 
Committee. 

Resources:  

• MABE’s  2024 Legislative Session page: Bill Testimony and Bill Tracking Reports 
• MABE’s Legislative Committee page: Committee calendar, agendas and materials 

 

On January 17, 2024 Governor Wes Moore’s 
proposed operating and capital budgets for FY 
2025, including all state aid for public 
education and the capital budget for school 
construction, were released and are available 
on the Department of Budget and 
Management’s (DBM) website. Key 
documents include the Budget Highlights,  
Budget Books, and the Capital Budget, 
including county-by-county capital projects.  

Legislative Committee 

FY 2025 State Budget for Public Education 

The Governor’s FY 2025 State Budget 
would increase Direct Aid for primary 
and secondary education by 3.4%, 
totaling $8.27 billion. Direct Aid refers to 
the amount of state funding for public school 
systems, not including Teachers’ 
Retirement costs (totaling $932 million).  

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/2024-legislative-session/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/legislative-committee-2/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/2024-legislative-session/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/2024-legislative-session/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/continuing-resolutions-2024/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/2024-legislative-session/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/2024-legislative-session/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/legislative-committee-2/
https://dbm.maryland.gov/pages/default.aspx
https://dbm.maryland.gov/pages/default.aspx
https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/operbudget/2025/proposed/FY2025MarylandStateBudgetHighlights.pdf
https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Pages/operbudhome.aspx
https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/Capital%20Budget/FY%202025%20Documents/FY2025-Capital-Budget-as-Proposed.pdf
https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/Capital%20Budget/FY%202025%20Documents/FY2025-Capital-Budget-as-Proposed-by-County.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
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Education Funding Highlights 

The budget funds public education formulas consistent with all legislative mandates. PreK-12 
education is funded at $9.2 billion from all fund sources in FY 2025, a historic level. The Blueprint 
for Maryland’s Future Fund is projected to lack a sufficient balance to cover mandated costs starting 
in FY 2027, resulting in a general fund additional need of $429 million in that year. This funding gap 
is projected to grow to $2.6 billion in FY 2029. 

 
                                                        Source: Budget Highlights Presentation 

Key Components of Education Funding in the State Budget 

Foundation Program: The foundation program is the largest single local aid program and is fully 
funded in FY 2025. Under the program, aid is distributed on the basis of public school enrollment 
and equalized for taxable wealth so that jurisdictions with smaller per pupil tax bases receive 
proportionately more aid.  

Compensatory Education: The compensatory education program is directed toward the education of 
children who are eligible for free- and reduced-priced meals.  

Special Education: Aid for special education is provided to school systems to help cover the 
additional cost of educating students with needs for special services. These funds are allocated on 
a formula basis for students in local schools and to support children placed in nonpublic special 
education schools. The FY 2025 budget reflects the State’s share at 70 percent of the cost of 
nonpublic placements over a certain amount.  

Student Transportation: This program provides aid for the transportation of students to and from 
school, including a specific grant aid for transporting special needs students.  

https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/operbudget/2025/proposed/FY2025BudgetPresentation.pdf
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Other Education Aid: Other education aid comprises both formulas under the Blueprint for 
Maryland’s Future and smaller categorical grants. Significant formulas include $519.5 million to 
support students with limited English proficiency, $358.4 million for schools with a high 
concentration of low income students, $132.6 million for phased-in universal prekindergarten, and 
$74.9 million for the Guaranteed Tax Base program, which provides grants to those subdivisions 
that have less than 80 percent of the Statewide average wealth per pupil and that provide local 
education funding above the local share required by the foundation program.  

State Retirement System: In addition to direct aid for education, the State pays a portion of pension 
and retirement benefits for teachers, principals, administrators, and other eligible employees on 
behalf of each board of education. 

The Budget Bills 

 
Balancing the Budget Without Raising Revenues 

The Budget Highlights emphasize that the budget being proposed satisfies the expectations of the 
Spending Affordability Committee that the FY 2025 State Budget: 1) reduce the structural deficit by 
at least 33 Precent (State Budget would reduce by 34%); 2) maintain a state reserve (Rainy Day) 
fund balance of at least 8.5% of the General Fund (State Budget would retain 9.4% totaling $2.34 
billion; and 3) achieve a cash balance of at least $100 million ($103 million projected). The 
Administration highlights that the proposed budget would achieve these expectations, and many 
other policy objectives, without raising taxes: “The budget achieves these goals without balancing 
the bottom line on the backs of the state workforce or the state’s service providers and without 
turning to Maryland taxpayers during a period where they are still reeling from the effects of higher 
inflation.” 

The Annual DLS Fiscal Briefing 

On Monday, January 22, at 3:00 p.m., the Department of Legislative Services (DLS) will brief the 
House Appropriations and Senate Budget & Taxation Committees of the Governor’s proposed 
operating and capital budgets. The briefing is live streamed and recorded and available on 
YouTube (as are all other hearings and briefings in the Maryland General Assembly).   

Link to the DLS Fiscal Briefing on Monday, January 22. 2024. 

Number/ 
Chapter 

(Cross File)  

Title Primary Sponsor Status 

SB0360  
(HB0350) 

Budget Bill (Operating Budget for 
FY 2025) 

President In the Senate - First 
Reading Budget and 
Taxation 

SB0361  
(HB0351) 

Creation of a State Debt - 
Maryland Consolidated Capital 
Bond Loans (Capital Budget for 
FY 2025)   

President In the Senate - First 
Reading Budget and 
Taxation 

SB0362  
(HB0352) 

Budget Reconciliation and 
Financing Act of 2024 

President In the Senate - First 
Reading Budget and 
Taxation 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Meetings/Day/01222024?budget=show&cmte=allcommittees&updates=show&ys=2024rs
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0360?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0350?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/SponsorIndex?id=president&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0361?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0351?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/SponsorIndex?id=president&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0362?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0352?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/SponsorIndex?id=president&ys=2024RS
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On January 17, 2024 the Governor’s 
proposed capital budget, including funding 
for school construction and renovation 
projects, was released and is available on 
the Department of Budget and 
Management’s website. Key documents 
include the Budget Highlights and Capital 
Budget documents (Capital Budget, Capital 
Budget by County, and Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP) for State 
Agencies). The Capitol Budget Highlights 
state:    

The FY 2025 capital budget for school 
construction totals $905.9 million and 
meets legislative intent to provide at least 
$450 million for public school construction 
programs. Fiscal year 2025 continues the 
$1.67 billion Built to Learn Fund initiative 
with $425.4 million in revenue bonds for 
the renovation and construction of public 
schools across the State to be repaid using casino revenues. The Built to Learn Fund also includes 
$27 million to accelerate critical projects in Prince George’s County through public-private 
partnerships. Over the next five years, the proposed State investment totals more than $2.9 billion.” 
                                                        Source: Maryland Budget Highlights FY 2025 

  

 

On Wednesday, January 17, 2024 MABE launched the following email campaign broadcast to all 
local board members and superintendents to contact the Governor and members of the General 
Assembly in support of MABE’s Blueprint legislative proposals. 

Take action today to contact Governor Wes Moore and members of the General Assembly to 
voice your support for MABE's proposed Blueprint funding reforms in the 2024 session to 
improve state and local funding formulas for the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future. These 
legislative proposals are focused on securing modest increases in local funding above the 
minimum Maintenance of Effort amount and increasing flexibility for school systems to 
balance system-wide and school-based funding needs.  

    Specifically, the proposed legislation would amend the Blueprint law by: 

• Re-establishing the Maintenance of Effort “escalator” to require increased local 
funding in certain jurisdictions. 

FY 2025 School Construction Budget

MABE's Blueprint Funding Improvements 
Legislation 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/Capital%20Budget/FY%202025%20Documents/FY2025-Capital-Budget-as-Proposed.pdf
https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/Capital%20Budget/FY%202025%20Documents/FY2025-Capital-Budget-as-Proposed-by-County.pdf
https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/Capital%20Budget/FY%202025%20Documents/FY2025-Capital-Budget-as-Proposed-by-County.pdf
https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/Capital%20Budget/FY%202025%20Documents/FY2025-Capital-Improvement-Program.pdf
https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/Capital%20Budget/FY%202025%20Documents/FY2025-Capital-Improvement-Program.pdf
https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/Capital%20Budget/FY%202025%20Documents/FY2025-Capital-Improvement-Program.pdf
https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/operbudget/2025/proposed/FY2025MarylandStateBudgetHighlights.pdf
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/VWh8LBus2SWyefWFJ0RUuA
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
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• Adding an inflation adjustment to the minimum Maintenance of Effort amount of 
local funding. 

• Removing foundation program funding from the 75% school-based funding 
allocation requirement. 

• Adding a population density-based adjustment to state funding for certain 
jurisdictions. 

• Requiring state and local government cost-sharing for the salaries of local 
Blueprint Implementation Coordinators.   

Act now to let the Governor and legislature know you support MABE's legislative proposals to 
improve the Blueprint! 

Link to MABE’s Blueprint Funding Improvements Campaign   
 

 
 
MABE’s Federal Advocacy Committee met on Monday, January 8, to prepare for the upcoming 
federal Advocacy Institute to be held January 28-30 in Washington, DC. The Federal Advocacy 
Committee is chaired by Diana Hawley (Cecil County) and meets throughout the year to discuss 
pending issues and coordinate meetings on Capitol Hill. The committee is comprised of board 
members appointed to represent the association in advocating the positions of MABE to Maryland’s 
federal delegation, including our two U.S. Senators and eight members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. In addition, MABE representatives attend the annual Advocacy Institute in 
Washington D.C., and participate in the “Day on the Hill” congressional office visits on Tuesday, 
January 30, 2024. 
 
 For more information, see MABE’s Federal Advocacy Center.   

 

DLS Fiscal Briefing  

• (Link; live at 3:00 pm on Monday Jan. 22, and available afterwards at the same link.) 

MABE Briefing before the State Board of Education 

• Link to State Board Agenda; and MABE Presentation 

MABE Briefing before the House Ways and Means Committee (With MSDE & PSSAM) 

• Link to Ways and Means Briefing; and MABE Presentation 

 

 

Federal Advocacy Updates 

Bill Reports & Hearing Schedules

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy-action/?vvsrc=%2fCampaigns%2f109482%2fRespond
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/federal-advocacy-center/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/federal-advocacy-center/
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Meetings/Day/01222024?budget=show&cmte=allcommittees&updates=show&ys=2024rs
https://marylandpublicschools.org/stateboard/Pages/meeting-agendas/2024/0123/2024-01-23.aspx
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024rs
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
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During the 2024 session, MABE is monitoring all education-related bills and providing weekly bill 
tracking reports including bill status, hearing schedules, and MABE’s positions. 

• MABE Bill Report (1/19/2024) 

• MABE Hearing Schedule (1/19/2024) 

 

 

• MABE’s Annapolis Advocacy Center 
• MABE’s State Board Advocacy Center 
• MABE’s Federal Advocacy Center 

 
For more information, contact John R. Woolums, Esq., MABE’s Director of Governmental Relations, 
at jwoolums@mabe.org or 410-841-5414. 
 
Disclaimer: The Maryland Association of Boards of Education (MABE) provides the materials and information 
contained in this newsletter and on this website for its members and non-member users for informational purposes 
only. Using or accessing this newsletter or website does not create an attorney client relationship between MABE 
and the accessing user or browser. This newsletter and our website are not a substitute for legal advice. Please 
consult with your legal counsel for specific advice and information.  

Bill Reports & Hearing Schedules

Advocacy Resources

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
https://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/January-19th-2024-Bill-Report-1-1.pdf
https://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/January-19th-2024-Hearing-Schedule-1-1.pdf
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/2022-legislative-session/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/2022-legislative-session/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/state-board-advocacy-center/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/state-board-advocacy-center/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/federal-advocacy-center/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/federal-advocacy-center/
mailto:jwoolums@mabe.org
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
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MABE 
Position 

Number/ 
Chapter 

(Cross File)  

Title Primary Sponsor Status Original House 
Committee(s) and  

Hearing Dates 

Opposite 
House 

Committee(s) 
and  

Hearing Dates 
Monitor SB0360  

(HB0350) 
Budget Bill (Operating 
Budget for FY 2025) 

President In the Senate - First 
Reading Budget and 
Taxation 

Budget and Taxation  

Monitor SB0361  
(HB0351) 

Creation of a State Debt - 
Maryland Consolidated 
Capital Bond Loans (Capital 
Budget for FY 2025)   

President In the Senate - First 
Reading Budget and 
Taxation 

Budget and Taxation  

Monitor SB0362  
(HB0352) 

Budget Reconciliation and 
Financing Act of 2024 

President In the Senate - First 
Reading Budget and 
Taxation 

Budget and Taxation  

       
Oppose HB0014  

(SB0271) 
Election Law - Revisions Chair, Ways 

and Means 
Committee 

In the House - 
Hearing 1/25 at 1:00 
p.m. 

Ways and Means 
1/25/2024 - 1:00 PM 

 

Oppose HB0086 
(SB0180) 

Public and Nonpublic 
Schools - Auto-Injectable 
Epinephrine and 
Bronchodilators - Use, 
Availability, Training, and 
Policies 

Delegate Boyce In the House - 
Hearing 1/25 at 1:00 
p.m. 

Ways and Means 
1/25/2024 - 1:00 PM 

 

Support HB0116 
(SB0084) 

Teacher Degree 
Apprenticeship 

Delegate Kerr In the House - First 
Reading Ways and 

Ways and Means 
Economic Matters 

 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0360?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0350?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/SponsorIndex?id=president&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=b%26t&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0361?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0351?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/SponsorIndex?id=president&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=b%26t&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0362?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0352?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/SponsorIndex?id=president&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=b%26t&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0014?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0271?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/SponsorIndex?id=w%26mcom&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/SponsorIndex?id=w%26mcom&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/SponsorIndex?id=w%26mcom&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0086?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0180?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/boyce01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0116?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0084?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/kerr01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=ecm&ys=2024RS
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Means and 
Economic Matters 

Support HB0137 Civil Actions - Civil 
Immunity - Educator 
Intervention 

Delegate 
Grammer 

In the House - First 
Reading Judiciary 

Judiciary  

Oppose HB0196 Motor Vehicles - School 
Buses - Seat Belts 

Delegate 
Taveras 

In the House - First 
Reading 
Environment and 
Transportation and 
Ways and Means 

Environment and 
Transportation 
Ways and Means 

 

Support HB0200 
(SB0161) 

Community Schools – 
Alterations 

Delegate 
Wilkins 

In the House - First 
Reading 
Appropriations and 
Ways and Means 

Appropriations 
Ways and Means 

 

Oppose HB0204 
(SB0165) 

Education – Coaches – 
Mental Health Training 

Delegate Attar In the House - 
Hearing 1/23 at 2:00 
p.m. 
(Appropriations) 

Appropriations 
1/23/2024 - 2:00 PM 
Ways and Means 

 

Support HB0291  
(SB0170) 

County Boards of 
Education - Bid 
Advertisement Threshold 
and Electronic Posting of 
Hearing Notices and Bid 
Advertisements 

Delegate 
Palakovich Carr 

In the House - 
Hearing 1/30 at 1:00 
p.m. 

Appropriations 
1/30/2024 - 1:00 PM 

 

No Position HB0319  
(SB0052) 

Juvenile Justice 
Restoration Act of 2024 

Delegate Kipke In the House - First 
Reading Judiciary 

Judiciary  

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0137?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/grammer01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/grammer01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=jud&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0196?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/taveras01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/taveras01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=ent&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=ent&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0200?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0161?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/wilkins01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/wilkins01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=app&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0204?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0165?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/attar01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=app&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0291?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0170?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/palakovich01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/palakovich01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=app&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0319?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0052?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/kipke?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=jud&ys=2024RS
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Oppose HB0356 School Bus Stops – 
Monitoring Cameras and 
Safety Measures 

Delegate Moon In the House - First 
Reading 
Environment and 
Transportation 

Environment and 
Transportation 

 

Hold HB0373 Election Law - Voting Age - 
Board of Education 
Elections 

Delegate Vogel In the House - First 
Reading Ways and 
Means 

Ways and Means  

Support HB0386 Maryland Meals for 
Achievement In-Classroom 
Breakfast Program - 
Alterations (Maryland 
Meals for Achievement 
Flexibility Act of 2024) 

Delegate 
Feldmark 

In the House - 
Hearing 1/31 at 1:00 
p.m. 

Ways and Means 
1/31/2024 - 1:00 PM 

 

Oppose HB0416 Public Schools - Active 
Shooter Safety Drills or 
Trainings - Requirements 

Delegate 
Solomon 

In the House - First 
Reading Ways and 
Means 

Ways and Means  

Hold HB0428  
(SB0370) 

Community Schools - 
Rental Assistance for 
Community School 
Families Program and Fund 
- Establishment 

Delegate 
Stewart 

In the House - First 
Reading 
Appropriations and 
Ways and Means 

Appropriations 
Ways and Means 

 

No Position SB0005 Higher Education - 
University System of 
Maryland, Morgan State 
University, and St. Mary's 
College of Maryland - 
Guaranteed Admissions 

Senator 
Augustine 

In the Senate - 
Hearing 1/24 at 1:00 
p.m. 

Education, Energy, 
and the Environment 
1/24/2024 - 1:00 PM 

 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0356?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/moon01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=ent&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=ent&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0373?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/vogel01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0386?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/feldmark01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/feldmark01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0416?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/solomon01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/solomon01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0428?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0370?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/stewart01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/stewart01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=app&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0005?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/augustine01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/augustine01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=eee&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=eee&ys=2024RS
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No Position SB0033 More Opportunities for 
Career–Focused Students 
Act of 2024 

Senator 
Rosapepe 

In the Senate - First 
Reading Education, 
Energy, and the 
Environment 

Education, Energy, 
and the Environment 

 

No Position SB0120 Juvenile Law - Custodial 
Interrogation - Parental 
Consultation 

Senator 
Watson 

In the Senate - 
Hearing 2/13 at 1:00 
p.m. 

Judicial Proceedings 
2/13/2024 - 1:00 PM 

 

No Position SB0127 Maryland Center for 
School Safety - Firearm 
Detection Platforms - 
Evaluation (Maryland 
Firearm Detection 
Platform Act) 

Senator 
Watson 

In the Senate - 
Hearing 1/24 at 1:00 
p.m. (Education, 
Energy, and the 
Environment) 

Education, Energy, 
and the Environment 
1/24/2024 - 1:00 PM 
Judicial Proceedings 

 

Oppose SB0189 Public Schools - Inclusive 
and Diverse English 
Language Arts - 
Development of Content 
Standards and 
Implementation 

Senator Ellis In the Senate - 
Hearing 1/17 at 3:00 
p.m. 

Education, Energy, 
and the Environment 
1/17/2024 - 3:00 PM 

 

Oppose SB0200 Counties - Construction of 
Sidewalks and Crosswalks - 
Safe Alternative Routes to 
Public Schools 

Senator Ellis In the Senate - First 
Reading Education, 
Energy, and the 
Environment 

Education, Energy, 
and the Environment 

 

Oppose SB0386 County Boards of 
Education - Student 
Members - Voting Rights 
and Participation in 
Executive Sessions 

Senator Lewis 
Young 

In the Senate - First 
Reading Education, 
Energy, and the 
Environment 

Education, Energy, 
and the Environment 

 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0033?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/rosapepe?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/rosapepe?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=eee&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=eee&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0120?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/watson04?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/watson04?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=jpr&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0127?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/watson04?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/watson04?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=eee&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=eee&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=jpr&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0189?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/ellis01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=eee&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=eee&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0200?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/ellis01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=eee&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=eee&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0386?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/young04?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/young04?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=eee&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=eee&ys=2024RS
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MABE’s Legislative Proposals to  
Improve and Help Ensure the Success of the 

Blueprint for Maryland’s Future 
  
The Maryland Association of Boards of Education (MABE), on behalf of all local boards, 
strongly supports the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future law and its vision for a world-class 
public education system for all students. The initial 235-page Blueprint bill became law in 2021, 
with minor revisions enacted in 2022 and 2023. The State budgets have fully funded the Blueprint, 
the Accountability and Implementation Board (AIB) is overseeing Blueprint implementation, along 
with the Maryland State Board and Department of Education (MSDE), and all 24 school systems 
have developed AIB-approved implementation plans.  
 
Most importantly, Blueprint reforms are well underway. Students and families are benefiting 
from access to publicly funded Prekindergarten for three and four year olds; students, families and 
educators are focused on achieving college and career readiness for all; teaching and learning in 
math and reading are improving; family and student access to community based mental health care 
and other social services is expanding; teachers and staff are receiving raises and being incentivized 
to pursue national board certification; community college dual enrollment programs are expanding; 
and employers and school systems are working to build new, innovative career and technical 
education partnerships and programs. MABE believes that all of these successes, and many more 
not listed here, are worthy of the State’s attention and renewed commitment to full implementation. 
This is why MABE has surveyed local school systems and developed a set of legislative proposals to 
improve the Blueprint.       
 
MABE is supporting the introduction and passage of legislation in the 2024 legislative 
session to improve the Blueprint law by making several key alterations to the state and local 
funding formulas that support the Blueprint’s programs and services. MABE seeks the 
commitment of legislators and leaders in Annapolis to enact the following amendments to build a 
state school finance system that ensures the permanent balance of increases in state and local 
funding necessary for the Blueprint’s success. This balance is essential to each local school system 
striving to fulfill the Blueprint’s vision to make Maryland’s statewide system of public schools the very 
best in the world.  
 
MABE fully supports the Blueprint law, and MABE’s legislative proposals would not delay or 
disrupt the timely implementation of any Blueprint program. Instead, these proposals are 
focused on securing modest increases in local funding above the minimum Maintenance of 
Effort amount (MOE), unrestricting a reasonable amount of state funding, and supporting 
well-funded Blueprint coordinator positions and operations in all 24 school systems.   
 
The 23 county and Baltimore City governments are required by the Blueprint to provide local funding 
in an amount that is not less on a per pupil basis than in the previous year (MOE), or the new 
amount calculated under Blueprint formulas (local share). Most counties do not have to fund above 
the MOE funding floor for many years, leaving their school systems with insufficient funds to fully 
implement the Blueprint’s many valuable programs. MABE set of legislative proposals would solve 
this problem, and others. In addition, MABE seeks state funding to support the salary of each school 
system’s Blueprint Implementation Coordinator position, and to provide targeted Blueprint 
implementation grants to Maryland’s least populated rural school systems. 
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Specifically, MABE’s proposed legislation would amend the Blueprint law by: 
 

• Re-establishing the Maintenance of Effort “escalator” to require increased local 
funding in certain jurisdictions. 

o This amendment restores a successful approach in place between 2012 and 2023 to 
require jurisdictions to increase local funding based on their level of education 
spending relative to local wealth and in comparison to other jurisdictions.   

• Adding an inflation adjustment to the minimum Maintenance of Effort amount of local 
funding. 

o This amendment would ensure that local funding is at least keeping pace with inflation, 
a requirement already in place for state funding.  

• Removing foundation program funding from the 75% school-based funding allocation 
requirement.  

o This amendment would ensure that 75% of all categorical funding continue to “follow 
the student” to the school, but allow flexibility for the foundation program funding to be 
utilized on a school system-wide basis.    

• Adding a population density-based adjustment to state funding for certain 
jurisdictions. 

o This amendment would provide targeted funding allocations to school systems with 
very low population densities, including: Dorchester, Garrett, Kent, and Somerset 
County school systems.  

• Requiring state and local government cost-sharing for the salaries of local Blueprint 
Implementation Coordinators.  

o These professionals are responsible for coordinating with the AIB and MSDE, and 
developing local implementation plans and therefore critical to the success of the 
Blueprint.    
 

The State fiscal effect of this proposal is limited to the cost of the population density grants, which 
would total $1 million; and the Blueprint Implementation Coordinator salary grants, which would total 
$1.8 million. Local government and school system fiscal effects vary based on which jurisdictions 
would be subject to the Maintenance of Effort escalator, and depending on whether the inflation 
factor would increase a local funding amount above Maintenance of Effort by more than the amount 
the local government would have provided. Removing the foundation program from the school-based 
funding requirement has no impact on state or local government finances.    
 
 
 
 
AN ACT concerning 
 

 Blueprint for Maryland’s Future Implementation – State and Local Funding Alterations 
 
FOR the purpose of requiring certain state and local education funding formula alterations for the 
Blueprint for Maryland’s Future; altering the definition of minimum school funding; establishing a 
population density adjustment for state funding for the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future; establishing 
an adjustment based on education effort to increase local funding for the Blueprint for Maryland’s 
Future for certain jurisdictions; establishing an adjustment based on inflation to increase local 
funding for the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future for certain jurisdictions; and generally relating to the 
Blueprint for Maryland’s Future implementation.  
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BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,  
Article – Education  
Section 5-234(a), 5–235(a), (b) and (p), and §5–404.  
Annotated Code of Maryland  
(2022 Replacement Volume) 
 
BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,  
Article – Education  
Section 5-201(h) and 5–239 
Annotated Code of Maryland  
(2022 Replacement Volume) 
 
Education Article 
 
§5–234.  
 
    (a)  (1) Except as provided by paragraph (2) of this subsection and subsections (e) and (f) of this 
section, for each of the following programs, “minimum school funding” means at least 75% of the per 
pupil amount applicable to each of the following programs:  
 

[(i) The foundation program under § 5–213 of this subtitle;]   
[(ii)] (I) The compensatory education program under § 5–222 of this subtitle;  
[(iii)] (II)The English learner education program under § 5–224 of this subtitle;  
[(iv)] (III)The special education program under § 5–225 of this subtitle;  
[(v)] (IV)Public providers of prekindergarten under § 5–229 of this subtitle;  
[(vi)] (V)Transitional supplemental instruction under § 5–226 of this subtitle;  
[(vii)] (VI)The comparable wage index grant under § 5–216 of this subtitle; and  
[(viii)] (VII)The college and career readiness program under § 5–217 of this subtitle. 

 
 
§5–235. 
 
    (a)  (1)    (i)    Subject to subsection (o) of this section and beginning in fiscal year 2023, the 
county governing body shall levy and appropriate an annual tax sufficient to provide an amount of 
revenue for elementary and secondary public education purposes equal to the local share of major 
education aid as adjusted under § 5–239 of this subtitle OR THE MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT 
AMOUNT REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (A)(2) OF THIS SECTION, WHICHEVER IS 
GREATER. 
 
            (ii)    For the purposes of calculating the local share of major education aid and regardless of 
the source of the funds, all funds that a county board, including the Baltimore City Board of School 
Commissioners, is authorized to expend for schools may be considered as levied by the county 
council, board of county commissioners, or the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore except for: 
 
                1.    State appropriations; 
 
                2.    Federal education aid payments; and 
 
                3.    The amount of the expenditure authorized for debt service and capital outlay. 
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        (2)  (I)  Subject to subsection (o) of this section [and except as provided in subsection (a–1) of 
this section], the county governing body shall appropriate local funds to the school operating budget 
in [an] A MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT amount no less than the product of the county’s enrollment 
count for the current fiscal year and the local appropriation on a per pupil basis for the prior fiscal 
year using enrollment count; AND 
 
              (II) BEGINNING IN FISCAL YEAR 2026 THE MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT AMOUNT 
DETERMINED UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL BE INCREASED BY NO LESS THAN THE 
INFLATION ADJUSTMENT AS DEFINED IN § 5–201 OF THIS ARTICLE.   
 
        (3)  IN EACH FISCAL YEAR IF A COUNTY’S EDUCATION EFFORT, AS DEFINED IN § 5–
239 OF THIS SUBTITLE, IS BELOW 100% OF THE STATEWIDE 5-YEAR MOVING AVERAGE 
OF EDUCATION EFFORT, THE REQUIRED MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT AMOUNT FOR THE 
COUNTY SHALL BE ADJUSTED BY INCREASING THE PER PUPIL AMOUNT BY THE LESSER 
OF: A. A COUNTY’S INCREASE IN THE LOCAL WEALTH PER PUPIL; B. THE STATEWIDE 
AVERAGE INCREASE IN LOCAL WEALTH PER PUPIL; OR C. 2.5%.  
 
    [(a–1)    For fiscal year 2023, the county governing body shall appropriate to the school operating 
budget the greater of: 
 
        (1)    The local share of major education aid under subsection (a)(1) of this section; or 
 
        (2)    (i)    For Allegany County, $31,854,912; 
 
            (ii)    For Anne Arundel County, $784,741,000; 
 
            (iii)    For Baltimore City, $275,513,758; 
 
            (iv)    For Baltimore County, $888,261,619; 
 
            (v)    For Calvert County, $134,705,250; 
 
            (vi)    For Caroline County, $16,080,832; 
 
            (vii)    For Carroll County, $204,617,860; 
 
            (viii)    For Cecil County, $89,196,266; 
 
            (ix)    For Charles County, $200,686,400; 
 
            (x)    For Dorchester County, $20,937,715; 
 
            (xi)    For Frederick County, $316,348,012; 
 
            (xii)    For Garrett County, $28,705,313; 
 
            (xiii)    For Harford County, $293,812,984; 
 
            (xiv)    For Howard County, $628,300,000; 
 
            (xv)    For Kent County, $18,559,629; 
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            (xvi)    For Montgomery County, $1,752,662,235; 
 
            (xvii)    For Prince George’s County, $766,762,200; 
 
            (xviii)    For Queen Anne’s County, $62,559,389; 
 
            (xix)    For St. Mary’s County, $114,540,490; 
 
            (xx)    For Somerset County, $10,490,432; 
 
            (xxi)    For Talbot County, $43,905,596; 
 
            (xxii)    For Washington County, $106,847,824; 
 
            (xxiii)    For Wicomico County, $49,135,024; and 
 
            (xxiv)    For Worcester County, $97,117,331.] 
 
    (b)    (1)    Except as provided in [paragraph (2) of this subsection and] subsection (c) of this 
section, for purposes of this section, the local appropriation on a per pupil basis for the prior fiscal 
year for a county is derived by dividing the county’s highest local appropriation to its school operating 
budget for the prior fiscal year by the county’s enrollment count for the prior fiscal year. For example, 
the calculation of the foundation aid for fiscal year 2003 shall be based on the highest local 
appropriation for the school operating budget for a county for fiscal year 2002. Program shifts 
between a county operating budget and a county school operating budget may not be used to 
artificially satisfy the requirements of this paragraph. 
 
        [(2)    For fiscal year 2024, the following amounts shall be subtracted from the county’s fiscal 
year 2023 highest local appropriation: 
 
            (i)    For Allegany County, $384,498; 
 
            (ii)    For Anne Arundel County, $10,291,149; 
 
            (iii)    For Baltimore County, $41,682,056; 
 
            (iv)    For Calvert County, $2,109,359; 
 
            (v)    For Carroll County, $7,549,762; 
 
            (vi)    For Charles County, $7,074,539; 
 
            (vii)    For Frederick County, $9,076,061; 
 
            (viii)    For Garrett County, $342,058; 
 
            (ix)    For Harford County, $19,512,731; 
 
            (x)    For Howard County, $23,479,884; 
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            (xi)    For Kent County, $488,031; 
 
            (xii)    For Montgomery County, $30,992,076; 
 
            (xiii)    For Queen Anne’s County, $406,525; and 
 
            (xiv)    For St. Mary’s County, $6,110,337.] 
 
    (P)   (1) IN THIS SUBSECTION, “POPULATION DENSITY AMOUNT” MEANS THE TOTAL 
COUNTY POPULATION DIVIDED BY THE SQUARE MILES IN THE COUNTY.  
 
           (2) FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025, THE GOVERNOR MAY INCLUDE IN THE ANNUAL BUDGET 
BILL AN APPROPRIATION OF $250,000 TO A LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM IN A COUNTY WITH:  
 
 (I)  A POPULATION DENSITY AMOUNT OF LESS THAN 100. 
 
           (3) BEGINNING IN FISCAL YEAR 2026, THE GOVERNOR SHALL INCLUDE IN THE 
ANNUAL BUDGET BILL AN APPROPRIATION OF $250,000 TO A LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM IN 
A COUNTY WITH:  
 

(I) A POPULATION DENSITY AMOUNT OF LESS THAN 100. 
 
§5–404. 
 
     (h) (1) For each of fiscal years 2022 through 2033 [2026], the governing body of a county and the 
local school system jointly shall appoint a single implementation coordinator responsible for the 
implementation of the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future by all government units operating in the county. 
 
          (2) FOR EACH FISCAL YEAR THROUGH 2033, EACH COUNTY BOARD SHALL PROVIDE 
$150,000 FOR THE SALARY, BENEFITS, AND ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT FOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION COORDINATOR APPOINTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH (1) OF 
THIS SUBSECTION. 
 
          (3) FUNDING FOR THE SALARY, BENEFITS AND SUPPORT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION 
COORDINATOR PROVIDED BY THE COUNTY BOARD IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 
(2) OF THIS SUBSECTION SHALL BE PAID BY THE STATE AND THE COUNTY IN THE SAME 
PROPORTION AS THE FOUNDATION PROGRAM UNDER § 5–213 OF THIS TITLE. 
 
§5–239. 
 
    (a)    (1)    Under this section a county may be eligible for a reduction in the local share of major 
education aid required under § 5–235(a)(1) of this subtitle. 
 
        (2)    A reduction in the local share of major education aid under this section may not reduce the 
local share below the per pupil appropriation required under § 5–235(a)(2) of this subtitle. 
 
        (3)    If a reduction in the local share of major education aid under this section would result in a 
local share that is less than the requirement under § 5–235(a)(2) of this subtitle, the State distributions 
required under this section shall be reduced. 
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        (4)    For the purposes of § 5–205 of this subtitle, State distributions required under this section 
shall be included in the State share of major education aid. 
 
    (b)    (1)    (i)    In this subsection the following words have the meanings indicated. 
 
            (ii)    “Education effort adjustment” equals the local share of major education aid minus the 
maximum local share. 
 
            (iii)    “Education effort index” means local education effort divided by the State average 
education effort. 
 
            (iv)    “Local education effort” means, for each county, the county’s local share of major 
education aid divided by the county’s wealth and rounded to the nearest seven decimal places. 
 
            (v)    “Major education aid” has the meaning stated in § 5–201(l) of this subtitle minus item (9) 
of § 5–201(l) of this subtitle. 
 
            (vi)    “Maximum local share” equals the local wealth multiplied by the State average education 
effort. 
 
            (vii)    “State average education effort” equals the local share of major education aid for all 
counties divided by the wealth of all counties and rounded to the nearest seven decimal places. 
 
        (2)    (i)    A county is eligible for the education effort adjustment if the education effort index is 
greater than 1 for 2 consecutive fiscal years. 
 
            (ii)    Subject to subsection (a) of this section, the required local share of major education aid 
is reduced by the amount provided by the State under this subsection. 
 
        (3)    For each county, if the education effort index is greater than 1 but less than 1.15, the State 
shall distribute to the county board the following proportion of the education effort adjustment and the 
county shall provide the remainder: 
 
            (i)    For fiscal year 2022, 10%; 
 
            (ii)    For fiscal year 2023, 15%; 
 
            (iii)    For fiscal year 2024, 20%; 
 
            (iv)    For fiscal year 2025, 25%; 
 
            (v)    For fiscal year 2026, 30%; 
 
            (vi)    For fiscal year 2027, 35%; 
 
            (vii)    For fiscal year 2028, 40%; 
 
            (viii)    For fiscal year 2029, 45%; and 
 
            (ix)    For fiscal year 2030 and each fiscal year thereafter, 50%. 
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        (4)    For each county, if the education effort index is at least 1.15 but less than 1.27, the State 
shall distribute to the county board the following proportion of the education effort adjustment and the 
county shall provide the remainder: 
 
            (i)    For fiscal year 2022, 20%; 
 
            (ii)    For fiscal year 2023, 20%; 
 
            (iii)    For fiscal year 2024, 35%; 
 
            (iv)    For fiscal year 2025, 45%; 
 
            (v)    For fiscal year 2026, 55%; 
 
            (vi)    For fiscal year 2027, 65%; 
 
            (vii)    For fiscal year 2028, 75%; 
 
            (viii)    For fiscal year 2029, 85%; and 
 
            (ix)    For fiscal year 2030 and each fiscal year thereafter, 100%. 
 
        (5)    For each county, if the education effort index is at least 1.27, for fiscal year 2022 and each 
fiscal year thereafter, the State shall distribute to the county board 100% of the education effort 
adjustment. 
 
    (c)    (1)    Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection and subject to the limitation in 
subsection (a) of this section, the local share of major education aid shall be reduced by the amount 
of State funds provided to a county board under § 5–214 of this subtitle. 
 
        (2)    For Baltimore City, the local share of major education aid may be reduced only by the 
amount by which the State funds provided under § 5–214 of this subtitle exceed $10,000,000. 
 
    (d)    Subject to the limitation in subsection (a) of this section, the local share of major education aid 
shall be reduced by: 
 
        (1)    The sum of the amount of State funds provided to a county board in a county that is eligible 
for the minimum State funding under the foundation program as defined in § 5–201(q)(2) of this subtitle 
and the difference between the local share of the foundation program and the foundation program; 
and 
 
        (2)    The amount by which the sum of the State share and local share of the at–promise programs 
as defined in § 5–221(c)(2) of this subtitle exceeds the total program amount as defined in § 5–221(e) 
of this subtitle for each program. 
 
    (e)    Subject to the limitation in subsection (a) of this section, the local share of major education aid 
for counties with an index of at least 0.130 under § 5–216 of this subtitle shall be reduced by the 
amount equal to 50% of the local share calculated under § 5–216 of this subtitle. 
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§ 5–201. 
 
    (h) (1) Subject to paragraph (2) of this subsection, “inflation adjustment” means a percentage, 
rounded to the nearest two decimal places, that is the lesser of:  
 

(i) The increase in the implicit price deflator for State and local government expenditures for 
the second prior fiscal year;  

(ii) The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers for the Washington Metropolitan Area, 
or any successor index, for the second prior fiscal year; or  

(iii) 5%.  
 

     (2) If there is no increase in the implicit price deflator for State and local government 
expenditures for the second prior fiscal year or in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers for the Washington Metropolitan Area, or any successor index, for the second prior 
fiscal year, then “inflation adjustment” means 0%. 

 
SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act is not intended to affect the local 
education effort adjustments provided in the Education Article. 
 
SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect June 1, 2024. 
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MABE’s Mission, Vision & Goals
Mission
• The mission of the Maryland Association of Boards of 

Education is to provide members with a strong 
collective voice, and to support local school board 
governance through professional development, 
advocacy and member services.

Advocacy Goal
• We serve our members by being 

advocates for public schools, for 
local control of education, and for 
the leadership and legal authority 
of school boards.



MABE Programs & Services

• Professional Development – MABE provides the 
skills and knowledge required for our members to 
become effective leaders.

• Advocacy – MABE represents all 24 local boards on 
legislative and regulatory matters before the General 
Assembly, State Board, and federal government.

• Legal and Policy Services – MABE provides legal 
assistance, including amicus briefs, and policy training 
and alerts.

• Insurance Programs – MABE manages three 
member owned Property/Casualty, Workers' 
Compensation, and Health Insurance self-insurance 
programs.



MABE Innovative Programs & Services

MABE-MACo Time to Care Act Collaborative
• In response to the new law, in 2023 MABE initiated 

this collaborative to leverage purchasing power so 
that school systems and local governments could 
save costs in administering the new law’s 12 weeks 
of paid time off for employee and family needs.   

MABE Health Center Program 
• This program, through Everside Health, is cost-

efficiently providing comprehensive primary care 
services to local school system employees and their 
dependents in their communities.



MABE’s Advocacy Centers

Fgasdfa   sdfsdfs   dafa

MABE’s Annapolis Advocacy Center
• Legislative Committee, Bill Testimony, Bill Tracking Report & 

Hearing Schedule, Calls to Action
MABE’s State Board Advocacy Center
• Correspondence, Testimony, The MABE Monitor
MABE’s Federal Advocacy Center
• Weekly Congressional and Agency Updates

https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/2024-legislative-session/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/state-board-advocacy-center/
https://www.mabe.org/advocacy/federal-advocacy-center/


State Board of Education Advocacy
• The State Board plays a major role in developing the 

state's educational policies, adopting state regulations, 
and issuing legal opinions. 

• MABE places a high priority on maintaining a positive 
and productive relationship with the Maryland State 
Board of Education. 

• MABE staff and members of the MABE Board of 
Directors regularly attend the monthly meetings of the 
State Board, and MABE is engaged throughout the 
year in informing the State Board of the association’s 
positions on priority issues.

• The Monitor is the newsletter penned by MABE staff 
to provide all boards with a comprehensive summary of 
each State Board meeting.



MABE’s Legislative Positions in 2024
• Local Board Governance
• State Education Funding
• School Facilities Funding
• Local Funding Security
• Curriculum & Assessments
• Student Health & Fitness
• Employee Relations
• School Safety
• Student Discipline
• Nonpublic School Funding
• And more



MABE’s Legislative Priorities in 2024

• MABE supports continued governance autonomy for 
local boards of education to set education policy and 
school budgets; and opposition to unfunded 
mandates; 

• Supports full State funding for the Blueprint and 
Maryland’s outstanding public schools; 

• Supports robust State funding for school 
construction and renovation projects; 
and 

• Supports sustained and increased local 
government investments in education.



Legislative Proposals to Improve the  Blueprint
MABE supports legislation in the 2024 session to 
make alterations to state and local funding formulas 
for the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future, by: 
• Adding an inflation adjustment to the minimum 

Maintenance of Effort (MOE) amount of local funding;
• Re-establishing the MOE “escalator” to require 

increased local funding in certain jurisdictions;
• Removing Foundation Program funding from the 75% 

school-based funding allocation requirement; 
• Adding a population density-based adjustment to state 

funding for lowest populated counties; and
• Requiring state and local government cost-sharing for 

the salaries of local Blueprint Implementation 
Coordinators.  



Ensure Local Funding for the Blueprint
Re-establish the Maintenance of Effort “escalator” 
to require increased local funding in certain 
jurisdictions.

• Amend the law to restore a successful approach in 
place between 2012 and 2023 to require 
jurisdictions to increase local funding based on their 
level of education spending relative to local wealth 
and in comparison to other jurisdictions.

Add an inflation adjustment to the minimum 
Maintenance of Effort amount of local funding.

• Amend the law to ensure that local funding is at 
least keeping pace with inflation, a requirement 
already in place for state funding.



Improve Systemwide Blueprint Budgeting
Remove Foundation Program funding from the 
75% school-based funding allocation requirement.
• This amendment would allow flexibility for the 

foundation program (base amount of per pupil 
state funding) to be utilized on system-wide costs 
(utilities, health care, teacher retirement, 
transportation, maintenance, etc.).

• The amendment would ensure that 75% of 
all funding for high-needs students (special 
education, English Learner, and economically 
disadvantaged) continue to “follow the student” to 
the school.



Equitable Assistance for Rural Systems

Add a population density-based adjustment to 
state funding for Blueprint implementation in 
Maryland’s most rural school systems.
• This amendment would provide targeted $250,000 

funding allocations to school systems with very 
low population densities, including: Dorchester, 
Garrett, Kent, and Somerset County school 
systems.



Local Blueprint Coordinator Support

Require state and local government cost-sharing 
for the salaries and services of local Blueprint 
Implementation Coordinators.
• Amend the law to require combined state and 

local funding to provide annual allocations of 
$150,000 to fund the salary, benefits, and 
administrative supports for each of the 24 
local Blueprint Implementation Coordinators. 



Other Funding & Policy Issues in 2024

• Legislation to address the critical shortages of 
teachers and other school-based professionals.

• Actions to ensure adequate state revenues to support 
the full implementation of the Blueprint.

• Actions to sustain and increase investments in school 
safety programs and technologies.

• Efforts to support resiliency and energy efficiency in 
student transportation and school facilities. 

• Efforts to enhance student and family access to 
community mental health services.

• Legislation to address the role of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) in Education.



Other Funding & Policy Issues in 2024

Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Education
• MABE anticipates legislation governing the role of 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) to address concerns 
about its use in educational settings, particularly 
relating to student data privacy, transparency, 
academic integrity, equity, bias, and ethical use. 

• MABE has always supported strong protections of 
student data privacy and the role of the Student 
Data Privacy Council.

• MABE supports equitable access and high 
standards regarding the use of educational 
technology in the classroom and school setting.  



January is School Board Recognition Month

Governor Wes Moore Names January 2024 
“Maryland School Board Recognition Month”
• Earlier this month Governor Wes Moore released 

a Proclamation naming January 2024 “Maryland 
School Board Recognition Month.”

• In his Proclamation recognizing local School 
Boards’ “work to ensure a rigorous and world-class 
educational experience for every Maryland 
student,” the Governor specified how greatly 
Maryland students benefit from School Boards 
“providing access to essential academic, social, 
emotional, and economic supports.”

https://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Gov.-Moore-Proclamation-2024.pdf
https://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Gov.-Moore-Proclamation-2024.pdf


January is School Board Recognition Month

State Board President Clarence C. Crawford 
recognizes local board of education leadership.
• MABE thanks President Crawford for sharing with 

each of Maryland’s 24 local school boards a 
Certificate of Appreciation for the boards’  
dedicated leadership of their local systems, 
schools, and students.



Thank You!

• Michelle Corkadel
MABE President
Anne Arundel County Board of Education

• Jennifer Swickard Mallo
MABE Legislative Committee Chair
Howard County Board of Education Chair
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