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MARYLAND ASSOCIATION OF BOARDS OF EDUCATION

Legislative Committee Meeting
Monday, February 26, 2024
10:00 a.m. - Noon
Hybrid: In-Person and Zoom

Jennifer Swickard Mallo, Chair
Rodney Gilotfelty, Vice Chair

Agenda
1. Meeting Opening Opening Chair 10 min.
+  Welcome & Introductions Remarks
2. MABE Bill Position Decisions Discussion & | Chair/ 60 min.
+ Voting Decisions Staff/All
3. Legislative Updates Information & | Chair/ 30 min.
« Bill Positions & Updates Discussion Staff/All
» Bill Hearing Schedule
4. State Education Budget Updates Information & | Chair/All 20 min.
» FY 2025 Budget Analysis Report Discussion
5. Future Meetings Information Staff
» Feb. 26, 2024 « March 25, 2024
« March 11, 2024 | - April 15, 2024**
6. Adjournment Closing Chair
Remarks

Meeting Materials

Bills for Voting (See Attached Bill Report w/ bill summaries and recommended positions)



https://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/February-23rd-2024-Hearing-Schedule.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/pubs/budgetfiscal/2025fy-budget-docs-operating-R00A02-MSDE-Aid-to-Education.pdf

Hold HB1257 Public Schools - Delegate In the House - Ways and

(SB0917) | Restorative Practices | Pasteur Hearing 2/28 at Means
(Support w/ Schools — 1:00 p.m. 2/28/2024 - 1:00
Amendments) Establishment PM

This bill would significantly expand the duties of school system behavioral health services coordinators
and the Maryland Consortium on Coordinated Community Supports regarding duties related to
implementing Restorative Practices Schools throughout the State; requiring MSDE to develop a
comprehensive plan to implement requirements for the establishment of Restorative Practices Schools;
and requiring the Department to annually report to the General Assembly on the implementation of
Restorative Practices Schools beginning December 1, 2026. The bill does not mandate or request
additional funding to support the expanded restorative practices professional development and
programming.

Recommendation:

¢ Amend the bill to convert it to a study by MSDE on the array of expanded restorative practices,
and staffing requirements, proposed in this bill.

Hold HB1297 | Education - Artificial Delegate In the House - Ways and
(SB0979) | Intelligence - Young Hearing 2/28 at Means

(Support w/ Guidelines and Pilot 1:00 p.m. 2/28/2024 - 1:00

Amendments) Program PM

This bill would require the State Department of Education, in consultation with the Department of
Information Technology, to develop and update guidelines on artificial intelligence for county boards of
education and to develop a pilot program to support the Artificial Intelligence Subcabinet of the
Governor's Executive Council; requiring the pilot program to identify best uses of artificial intelligence,
reduce barriers to responsible use of artificial intelligence and promote training in artificial intelligence;
etc.

Recommendation:
¢ Amend the bill to significantly reduce the scope of the prescriptive requirements for data
collection and reporting and focus on retaining the core proposal to have MSDE and DolT
develop technical assistance and guidance for school systems on procuring and implementing Al
in local school systems.
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Hold

(Oppose)

Primary and
Secondary Education
- Teachers -
Retention and
Support Policies,
Guidelines, and
Training

Delegate
Atterbeary

In the House -
Hearing 2/28 at
1:00 p.m.

Ways and
Means

2/28/2024 - 1:00
PM

This bill would require each county board of education to adopt a new teacher retention policy; altering
the content required to be included in certain teacher support and retention guidelines developed by the
State Board of Education; and altering the content required to be included in a certain school leadership
training program developed by the State Department of Education and the Accountability and
Implementation Board by reviewing the benefits to students from access to diverse, high quality

teachers.

Recommendation: Oppose as an unfunded mandate and unwarranted intrusion into local school system
governance and administration of teacher recruitment, training, and retention.

Hold

(Support)

HB1385

Early Childhood
Education -
Prekindergarten
Providers - Resident
and Conditional
Teaching Certificates

Delegate
Feldmark

In the House -
Hearing 3/06 at
1:00 p.m.

Ways and
Means

3/06/2024 - 1:00
PM

This bill would require the State Department of Education to establish a resident early childhood teaching
certificate and a conditional early childhood teaching certificate for teachers who meet certain criteria in
eligible publicly funded prekindergarten programs.

Hold

(Oppose)

Education -
Employee Training
and Holocaust
Education Study —
Requirements

Delegate
Atterbeary

In the House -
Hearing 2/26 at
11:00 a.m.

Ways and
Means

2/26/2024 -
11:00 AM

This bill would require each county board of education and certain nonpublic schools to provide each
employee with training on the prevention of antisemitism and Islamophobia each year; requiring
institutions of higher education to include specific training on the prevention of antisemitism and
Islamophobia in required cultural diversity training; and requiring the State Department of Education to
contract with a consultant to conduct an independent study and assessment of Holocaust education in
middle and high school instruction in the State.
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Hold HB1441 Early Childhood Delegate In the House - Ways and
Education - Publicly Atterbeary | Hearing 2/26 at Means

(Support w/ Funded 11:00 a.m. (Ways | 2/26/2024 -

Amendments) Prekindergarten and Means) 11:00 AM
Programs — Appropriations
Alterations

This bill would make numerous and significant changes to the operation of PreK. In general, the bill (1)
establishes two classes of teacher’s certificates in early childhood education; (2) alters the credentials
required for staff for specified prekindergarten providers, including those who receive Prekindergarten
Expansion Grants; (3) changes the proportion of prekindergarten slots to be provided by eligible private
providers; (4) requires local boards of education to establish an experience-based educator professional
development program to assist individuals without formal teaching in obtaining necessary qualifications;
(5) expands the requirements for existing agreements among local boards of education, the Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE), eligible private providers, and other relevant agencies, and
requires MSDE to develop a model memorandum of understanding (MOU) for those agreements; (6)
authorizes a local board of education to lease space for a prekindergarten program from a county;

(7) establishes programs to aid eligible prekindergarten providers in meeting requirements, including
professional development opportunities and technical support; and (8) extends funding mandates for
several prekindergarten grant programs.

Recommendations:

Support the bill with amendments, in concept, to continue to pursue pathways to help ensure a supply of
qualified early educators to support the expansion of full-day PreK. The bill is a comprehensive set of
drastic and mandatory changes to the PreK expansion program in the Blueprint, and would impose major
increases in workload for local school systems.

Hold HB1455 | Public Delegate In the House - Ways and
Prekindergarten and | Solomon Hearing 3/06 at Means

(Oppose) Child Care Providers 1:00 p.m. 3/06/2024 - 1:00
- Waiver Action Plan PM

and Assistance Hubs

This bill would require a local board of education that requests a waiver for publicly funded full-day
prekindergarten to develop and submit a certain action plan to certain government entities; requiring the
State Department of Education, in collaboration with the Accountability and Implementation Board, to
establish certain assistance hubs throughout the State to support child care providers and coordinate
partnerships within the State's mixed delivery system; establishing the Child Care Provider Hub Advisory
Committee; etc.

Recommendation:
Oppose the bill's mandated programs and reporting requirements which should remain under the
purview of the State Board and AIB.



https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1441?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/atterbeary01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/atterbeary01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=app&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1455?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/solomon01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/Details/solomon01?ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Details?cmte=w%26m&ys=2024RS

	Agenda

