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ST. MARY’S COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBER KARIN M. BAILEY 

NAMED PRESIDENT OF MARYLAND ASSOCIATION OF BOARDS OF EDUCATION  
 

Montgomery County’s Laura Mitchell, M.B.A. Earns Association’s 
“Excellence in Education” Award 

 
Annapolis – Karin Bailey of St. Mary’s County was sworn in October 8 as 
President of the Maryland Association of Boards of Education (MABE). 
The association, a leading advocate for public education in Maryland since 
1957, is comprised of all 24 local boards of education throughout the state. 
Bailey was sworn in at MABE’s Annual Conference 2024, held October 7-9 
in Annapolis. She takes the association’s leadership reins from Anne 
Arundel County school board member Michelle Corkadel. 
 
Bailey brings to the table a noteworthy commitment to quality public 
education in Maryland, having served for the past decade as a member of 
the St. Mary’s County Public Schools Board of Education, which she 
currently chairs. Her background also includes extensive corporate 
finance, ethics compliance, business risk assessments, and financial audit 
work.  
 
Bailey also currently serves on the Board of Directors for the Calvert 
Marine Museum, and the Baltimore/Washington DC Clemson Club. A cum 
laude graduate of Frederick, Maryland’s Hood College, she earned her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Finance and Economics. A longtime Maryland 
resident, she and her husband live in Mechanicsville, Maryland. Their daughter is a St. Mary’s 
County Public Schools graduate, and their son is a junior in the county’s Chopticon High School. 
 
Bailey’s lengthy association with MABE includes having served on the Annapolis-based 
association’s Board of Directors, as Treasurer, and as President-Elect. She also has been 
active with MABE’s Federal Advocacy, Legislative, and Conference Program Committees. 
 
“Given Karin’s successful track record and her dedication to MABE’s vision of serving as a 
champion for excellence in public education, our team is confident in her leadership abilities and 
strong commitment to actively moving forward on our association membership’s key priority 
issues,” noted MABE Executive Director Milt Nagel. “Chief among them is the ongoing 
implementation of the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future,” he added, referring to Maryland’s 
landmark legislation to enhance and improve state and local investment in – and school system 
operation of – Maryland’s public education system. 
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Also sworn in during MABE’s Annual Conference 2024 were MABE’s newly elected officers and 
Board of Directors. MABE President-Elect for the coming year is Shebra Evans (Montgomery 
County); the association’s new Treasurer is Cecil County’s Diana Hawley; and its new Secretary 
is Charles County’s Michael K. Lukas. In addition to MABE’s officers, the organization’s 
incoming Board of Directors is comprised of 12 board members from 11 Maryland counties and 
Baltimore City. 
 
MABE also presented during its recent Annual Conference its biennial Excellence in Education 
Award, which recognizes individuals whose contributions align closely with MABE’s vision to 
champion excellence in public education. Laura Mitchell, M.B.A., of Montgomery County was 
saluted for her outstanding dedication to educating communities about mental health crises and 
substance use hazards, encompassing students, families, caregivers, staff, and the wider 
community.  
 
“Mitchell’s unwavering dedication and innovative approaches serve as a source of inspiration to 
educators and communities alike,” according to a related statement from MABE. Recent award 
recipients also have included author, advocate and former UMBC President Dr. Freeman 
Hrabowski, III, and Dr. Nancy S. Grasmick, former Maryland State Superintendent of Schools. 
 
MABE Annual Conference this year drew over 200 attendees, focused on school board 
members and leaders, superintendents, agency officials and other key education stakeholders 
from across the state.  
 

#   #   # 
 

About MABE: 
Founded in 1957, The Maryland Association of Boards of Education is a private, non-profit 
organization dedicated to serving and supporting boards of education in Maryland. MABE is a 
leading advocate for public education in the state. All 24 Maryland boards of education are 
members of MABE. 

 
 
 


