
                                 2026 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
 

 
 
On behalf of the Maryland Association of Boards of Education (MABE), representing all 24 local boards 
of education in Maryland, we thank you for your support for public education and respectfully request 
your consideration of MABE’s positions on legislative issues. Just as local boards of education are the 
primary voice for public education at the local level, MABE is the primary voice for local boards in the 
State of Maryland. MABE vigorously advocates for the association’s priorities and positions on funding 
and policy issues that reflect the input of all 24 boards. 
  
MABE’s top priorities for the 2026 Legislative Session include: 
 
1. Support for governance authority for local boards of education. Central to MABE’s foundational 

stance as an organization is that state and local legislative actions and initiatives must not reduce 
local boards’ governance or budgetary authority, nor impose new unfunded mandates. The Blueprint 
for Maryland’s Future is reshaping local education systems, particularly in frameworks concerning 
teaching, college and career readiness pathways, and early learning. Yet implementation has been 
uneven across the Blueprint’s pillars and Maryland’s school districts, complicated by 
contemporaneous evolving state guidance and significant budget pressures. Given this context, and 
consistent with MABE’s longstanding priority to preserve local decision-making authority, MABE 
SUPPORTS legislation providing statutory, budgetary, regulatory, and pacing flexibility in Blueprint 
implementation. 
 

2. Support for legislation that accomplishes district budget stabilization and practical relief. Maryland 
is facing one of its toughest fiscal environments in decades as the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future 
continues to scale up. MABE SUPPORTS legislation that improves school district fiscal outlooks and 
provides local education agencies with practical relief, including but not limited to protecting 
education funding from cuts during lean fiscal years, improving the state funding formula, reducing 
administrative burdens through streamlined reporting, procurement, and shared services, and 
identifying efficiencies in resource spending without undermining programs or student supports. 
These supportive initiatives can provide practical relief that will help stabilize local budgets and 
sustain reforms without abandoning the Blueprint’s core goals. MABE OPPOSES measures that seek 
to balance state or local budgets at the expense of stable, predictable, and statutorily committed 
public school funding. 
 

3. Support for a strong school safety framework for students and staff. MABE affirms that safe schools 
are essential in ensuring effective learning conditions and require robust interagency collaboration 
among education, human services, and law enforcement. A strong framework depends on a sensible 
reportable offenses structure, including school system receipt of timely, actionable information 
when students are charged with serious crimes, so schools can plan supports and maintain safety 
while upholding student rights. MABE SUPPORTS legislation establishing a clear statewide 
framework with defined triggers and timelines for notification and information-sharing—balanced 
with due process and confidentiality safeguards given the unevenness in current notification 
practices and a need for clarity in statute and in COMAR. MABE OPPOSES approaches that over-limit 



  

notifications, leaving schools blind to risks, or encourage punitive responses inconsistent with 
student rights or inconsistent with school system responsibilities to educate students. 

 
4. Support for sustained and effective school facilities and construction funding. MABE affirms that 

adequate, equitable investment in Maryland’s 1,400+ public schools is essential to replace aging 
facilities, expand Pre-K and CTE space, and ensure safe, high-quality learning environments. Meeting 
these goals requires both sustained capital and operating funding and improved delivery systems 
that reflect real construction, labor, and supply-chain conditions. MABE SUPPORTS a robust state 
capital program, ensuring equitable distribution formulas, inflation-sensitive budgeting, planning, 
and streamlined project-delivery tools. 

 
MABE’s 2026 legislative priorities and positions reflect the commitment to vigorous advocacy for funding 
and policy decisions that enable each local board to succeed in providing educational excellence and 
equity for all of Maryland’s public school students. For MABE, educational equity means providing access 
to essential academic, social, emotional, and economic supports to engage each student in rigorous 
instruction with appropriate educational resources to achieve their highest potential. 
 
On behalf of all 24 local boards of education, we look forward to your support for MABE’s legislative 
priorities and positions in 2026. If you have any questions, please contact MABE’s Legal & Policy Director, 
Sam Mathias at smathias@mabe.org. 

 

 
 
 
Jennifer Swickard Mallo, Chair   Rodney Glotfelty, Vice Chair 
MABE Legislative Committee    MABE Legislative Committee 
Member, Howard County Board of Education Member, Garrett County Board of Education 
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