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CHARLES COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION’S YONELLE MOORE LEE EARNS MABE’S 
STATEWIDE “DISTINGUISHED SCHOOL BOARD SERVICE” AWARD 

 
Former MABE Executive Director Milt Nagel to Receive Association’s 

“Excellence in Education” Award 
 
 
Annapolis, MD – The Maryland Association of Boards of Education (MABE) today announced Charles 
County’s Yonelle Moore Lee, Esq. has earned its 2026 “Distinguished School Board Service” award. 

MABE’s annual, statewide Distinguished School Board Service award is presented to a school board member 
who has made outstanding contributions to public education through school board service in Maryland. It will 
be presented to Moore Lee this October 19th during MABE’s Annual Conference in Annapolis.  

Award nominations are made by local boards of education throughout Maryland. Nominated for the honor by 
Charles County Public Schools, Moore Lee is known for her contributions to public education through her 
work with the Charles County Board of Education for several years, as well as her active role with numerous 
community organizations.  

“Serving in leadership roles at local, state, and national levels reflects a deep understanding of educational 
governance, and a commitment to advancing best practices in school board leadership,” nominators 
specified, noting that school board initiatives Moore Lee led have strengthened accountability, communication, 
and public trust.  

“[Ms. Moore Lee] is a passionate advocate for educational equity, inclusion, and 
excellence for all students,” nominators added. “Throughout her service, she has 
championed policies and initiatives designed to ensure every child has access to a high-
quality education and the resources needed to succeed. Her own unique personal 
experience has helped her understand the transformative power of education, and the 
importance of creating opportunities for all students to reach their full potential.”  

In addition to her active role with the Charles County Board of Education, Moore Lee – an 
attorney, mediator, and small business owner – serves on the Board of Directors of 
MABE, is Chairperson of the National Black Council of School Board Members, and 
serves as an ex officio member of the National School Boards Association Board of 
Directors.  

She is a member of the Leadership Maryland Class of 2024, Leadership Southern 
Maryland, and the Charles County Scholarship Fund, Inc., and also serves on the Board of Directors of United 
Way of the National Capital Area (NCA). 
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Born in Guyana, South America, Moore Lee earned her Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from the 
University of D.C., and a Juris Doctor from Pepperdine University School of Law. 

“As one of her peers, I can say Yonelle’s impressive record of public education and community service speaks 
for itself, and provides genuine inspiration for so many people,” noted Joseph (Joe) Goetz, MABE Executive 
Director. “In today’s challenging climate, it’s vital that people of her ability and stature play such an active role 
in sustaining and improving public education.” 

In other MABE award news, Milton (Milt) Nagel, MABE’s Executive Director from 2023–
2026, will be honored with MABE’s “Excellence in Education” Award, also to be presented 
during MABE’s Annual Conference this October. Nominated for the award by the Caroline 
County Board of Education, nominators singled out Nagel’s “exceptional leadership, 
unwavering devotion to public education in Maryland, and a lifelong commitment to the 
highest standards of excellence and public service.” 

Prior to serving as MABE’s Executive Director, Nagel was the association’s Deputy 
Executive Director for two years. He also served Maryland’s Caroline County Public 
Schools for nearly three decades, primarily as Assistant Superintendent for Administrative 
Services, and also as Interim Superintendent of Schools for one year. Prior to joining 
Caroline County Public Schools, he served as a Staff Accountant with Jefferson, Urian, 
Doane & Sterner, PA, and for eight years as an Officer with the United States Army 
Reserve. Nagel earned his BS ACC in Accounting from the University of Delaware. Continuing his path in the 
public education realm, Nagel now is Vice President for Administrative Services at Chesapeake College in 
Wye Mills, MD (Queen Anne’s County). 

“We’ve been so fortunate to count among the talent connected to MABE through the years people like Yonelle 
and Milt,” noted Diana Hawley, MABE’s 2025–2026 President and member of the Cecil County School Board. 
“Having had the opportunity to work closely with them both, I’ve seen firsthand their hard work, tremendous 
commitment, and innovative ideas. Their contributions have made a lasting impact on public education in 
Maryland. It’s talent and devotion like theirs that truly help move public education forward and turn good ideas 
into meaningful progress.” 
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About MABE: 
Founded in 1957, The Maryland Association of Boards of Education is a private, non-profit organization 
dedicated to serving and supporting boards of education in Maryland. MABE is a leading advocate for public 
education in the state. All 24 Maryland boards of education are members of MABE. 

Milt Nagel, 
recipient of MABE's 
"Excellence in 
Education" award 
(2026) 


