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Senator King Recipient of 2012 Willis Award
MABE has announced the selection of
Senator Nancy J. King, former member
of the Montgomery County Board of
Education, as the Charles W. Willis
Award Recipient for 2012.
The award, named for the first
Executive Director of the Association,
is presented to a former or current
board member who has made
outstanding contributions to school
board service in Maryland. Senator
King was selected from among a
number of highly qualified nominees recommended by local
Boards of Education.
Senator King began her career advocating for public school
students in Montgomery County as a PTA leader. She was then
elected to the Montgomery County Board of Education in 1994
and 1998, and during that time served as vice-president and
president of the board, and chairperson of several board
committees. She was also actively involved in the work of MABE
during those years. more

Executive Director Search Underway
MABE officers continue with the search for a successor to
the current executive director, Dr. Carl W. Smith, who announced
his plans to retire in late 2012.
Application review begins on
August 16, initial interviews
will be held September 7-8,
and finalists will interview with
the board of directors on
September 28.
The
search
brochure,
neccesary forms, and other pertinent information can be found on
the MABE website, and all inquiries should be directed to Kitty
Blumsack, Consultant, kblumsack@aol.com.
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1110566323527&form…
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Keynote Speakers Announced
MABE's Annual Conference is the premier annual event for school board members and
superintendents, and is the largest gathering of education policymakers in Maryland. Join us this year
to learn and discuss issues and challenges facing public education today.
The conference is October 3-5 at the Clarion Fontainebleau. Details and registration information are
available on the conference page of the website.
Two exciting keynote speakers will join us this year:

Dr. Lillian Lowery, State Superintendent of Schools
Join us to welcome and hear from Maryland's new state superintendent
as she shares plans for our students and schools. Dr. Lowery states,
"Maryland has led the nation in many education categories, but our
responsibility is to continue to strengthen our classrooms. It is my
honor to have been named State Superintendent, and I intend to work
closely with educators and parents to make certain our next generation
is ready for the world that awaits."

Jeanne Meister, co-author of The 2020
Workplace: How Innovative Companies Attract, Develop & Keep
Tomorrow's Employees Today
Technology will weave in and out of our working and private lives even above
and beyond what we are seeing now. Meister provides research and insight
as to how we can better prepare our school systems for the future.

Join the MABE Book Club!

Exclusive Ticketed Event at MABE's 2012 Annual
Conference
Limited Space Available

When and Where? The Book Club will meet during the Annual
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1110566323527&form…
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Conference in Ocean City, Maryland, October 3, 1:30-2:15 p.m.
How do I join? Are you a conference attendee? If so, call or visit the MABE office to purchase your
book for $20.00. Your purchase through MABE automatically registers you for the workshop.
What do I receive? A copy of the book and a ticket for entrance into the workshop featuring exclusive
access to the author and rich discussion with other Book Club members. Visit the Book Club page of
the MABE website.

Early Elementary Report from Baltimore City
A new report, Early Elementary Performance and Attendance in Baltimore City Schools' PreKindergarten and Kindergarten, published by the Baltimore Education Research Consortium (BERC)
sheds light on the role of attendance as early as pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten and how critical it
is for academic achievement.
The report features a number of important highlights, including the fact that children who attend Head
Start -- children who may be much poorer than others attending Baltimore City Schools -- have higher
rates of attendance and achievement through third grade.
The Baltimore Education Research Consortium (BERC) is a partnership of Morgan State University,
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore City Public Schools (City Schools), and other civic and
community partners. BERC's mission is to conduct and disseminate long- and short-term strategic
data analysis and research that informs decisions about policy and practice to improve the
educational and life outcomes of children in Baltimore.
Full Report

Upcoming USDE Conference on Improving Conditions for Learning
The U.S. Department of Education's Office Safe and Healthy Schools (OSHS) within the Office of
Elementary and Secondary Education will host a National Conference August 8-9, 2012. The theme of
the conference is Meeting the Challenge: Building and Sustaining Capacity to Improve Conditions for
Learning.
The Conference will explore five prevailing and emerging issues that influence conditions for learning school discipline; gender-based violence; behavioral health; bullying; and school safety. This
conference will provide a unique opportunity for participants to provide feedback to Federal, nonprofit,
and philanthropic agencies to help shape future work in these areas.
The event will be held at the Marriott Wardman Park located at 2600 Woodley Road NW, Washington,
DC. For more information and to register for the conference, please visit
http://dgimeetings.cvent.com/OSDFS2012
Questions can be directed to Alice Kilpatrick, Office of Safe and Healthy Students, Office of
Elementary and Secondary Education, U.S. Department of Education at alicekirkpatrick@ed.gov.

Current American School Board Journal Article

Five Things Your School Board Lawyer Wants You To Know

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1110566323527&form…

3/4

7/26/12

July Newsletter: Conference speakers, Willis recipient and more

By JoAnne Nelson Shepherd
The arrival of new school board members, whether appointed or elected, almost always causes
anxiety and anticipation in the hearts of the people they will work closely with -- their board
colleagues, the superintendent, and, yes, the school board lawyer. They fervently hope that new board
members will contribute positively to the operations of the school district. From the perspective of the
school attorney, I'm offering five pieces of advice for new school board members that will help them do
their job better. (Full Article)

Maryland Superintendent Quoted in New York Times Article

'No Child' Whittled Down by White House
By Motoko Rich
Published in the New York Times July 6, 2012
In just five months, the Obama administration has freed schools in more than half the nation from
central provisions of the No Child Left Behind education law, raising the question of whether the
decade-old federal program has been essentially nullified. (Full Article)

Newest Affiliate Members
At their July meeting, the MABE Board of Directors approved three new affiliate members.
Milestone Communications
The Upside Down Organization
Borrego Solar Systems Inc.
Check here for a complete listing of MABE affiliate members.
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